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Special items of interest:

If you would like a visit
from Pastor Elise please
contact the church office.

Contact Le Roy in the office
to sign up for Electronic
Giving.

St. John's Cemetery Plots
St. John's Lutheran Church
is pleased to offer cemetery
plots for sale in the Lutheran
section of the cemetery lo-
cated on Rt. 251. Congrega-
tion member prices are dis-
counted at $600 and non-
members are $700. Please
contact Carole Eich, ceme-
tery coordinator, for more
information at 8i5-9i1;-

B441.

Quilting Group

The Quilting Group will
| meet all summer long on
the 4th Tuesday of the
month at gam. You do not
need to know how to sew to
join. Everyone is welcome!
If anyone has clean bed
sheets that they are no
longer using, the quilting
group could use more.
Thank you!
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"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such princi- ||
ples and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect|
their Safety and Happiness.” (Declaration of Independence)

Dear friends in Christ,

This country was founded on the understanding that government is to se-
cure these unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” This belief
in these unalienable rights meant that the colonists sought independence from a
government that misused and abused its power. Our founders set course on a new
form of government, realizing they were unable to hold the King of England ac-
countable.

The 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence is an event that
inspires great patriotism and it invites reflection. As Christians, what is our role in
civic life? How do we best live out our patriotism as people of faith in Jesus Christ,
people who are created in the image of God and also sinners.

In the summer of 2024, a group of us disciples at St. John’s sat down to
study and review a proposed social statement on Faith and Civic Life. Last summer
the ELCA Churchwide Assembly approved this new social statement entitled, “Faith
and Civic Life: Seeking the Well- being of All.” You can download the document at
elca.org (type the document name in the search bar).

| offer here just a few lines for reflection on our nation’s founders’ goals and
our activity as Christians and Americans. “

“We are to pray daily as Jesus taught, saying, “Your kingdom come, your will |
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread” (Matthew 6:10-11).
What does this mean? The Lutheran catechisms teach that daily bread means
“everything included in the necessities and nourishment for our lives such as food,
drink, ... upright and faithful rulers, good government ... good friends, faithful
neighbors and the like.”

“These words also teach us that the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy Spir-
it—creates and seeks the well-being of creation, including human society. Christians
believe that this God calls people of faith to take responsibility for the good of all
through civic participation. ‘He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does
the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and .. (cont. on page 2) |
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| to walk humbly with your God?’ (Micah 6:8).” (Article 1, page 10)
“Our church affirms the Lutheran teaching that anyone who seeks the community’s well-being through |
civic participation is, knowingly or not, using the capacities God provides. There is no single or required way to
live this out. The Christian faith celebrates the multitude of ways that God calls people into lives of service and
|| community for the sake of the common good.” (Article 10, page 21)
_ “Members of the public are expected to hold these civic servants and government officials accountable.
|| Civic servants should do their jobs with integrity and fairness and in ways that serve the common good. Govern-
ment institutions, programs, and policies must be held to high standards as a sign of their importance and im-
pact. Courts must apply the law in accordance with precedent and with fairness, equality, and impartiality to
preserve public trust. We should judge individual cases of failure carefully, avoiding generalizations that are un-
fair and that fail to help identify areas where improvement is genuinely needed. (Article 11, page 22)

“Further, when the early Christians claimed that “Jesus is Lord” (Romans 10:g), they were making a
claim with a political implication: Caesar is not Lord. Some Scripture passages, then, may be both theological
and political statements (Acts 20:36, Philippians 2:11). They make a political claim in the sense that all govern-
ment is accountable to God and that Christians should not give primary loyalty to any government. If Jesus is
Ruler (Lord), then no nation, constitution, government, or official can have our primary loyalty. God’s com-
mandments and the imperative to serve the neighbor have singular priority for Christians. God'’s rulership is not
to be associated with a particular person or worldly structure such as a government, nation, or political move-
ment. As with Jesus, the call to love the neighbor and do justice pushes us into engagement with society rather
than out of it. Only with appropriate attention to the political can we exercise neighbor love and serve neighbor
justice to hold government accountable, oppose social oppression, seek various kinds of liberation, and work
toward the common good. Political engagement in this sense is a means of channeling God’s love through civic
participation. (Article 19, page 30)

. - . |
Worship in July Church Council Highlights g
Worship in July continues our examination of The council did not meet in June. i
Villains in the Bible. Their next meeting is July 16th, 2026.
July 5: The Fallen Hero — 1 Samuel 17, Finance Report Year To Date thru May
2 Samuel 11:1-27 2026:
July 12: The Crown — Matthew 2:1-18, Budgeted Income $142,675
Matthew 14:6-11 Actual Income $160,802
._ July 19: The Devil - Matthew 4:1-17 Budgeted Expense $151,979
July 26: The Crowd - Exodus 32, John 19:4-16 Actual Expense $159,126

St. John's Scholarship Awards

Scholarships in the amount of $26,000 were awarded to several young church members.
Congratulations to:

Logan Brandner (University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee) Gracie Politsch (lllinois State University)
Ella Coss (St. Ambrose University) Laurel Politsch (St. Ambrose University)
Quin Holland (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign) Meredith Politsch (lllinois State University)
Grady Jones (IVCC) Aden Tillman ( University of lowa)

Dessa Komitas (Wisconsin Lutheran College) Jillian Younger (Augustana College)

Ella Martin (IVCC) Garret Zinke (Northern lllinois University)
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Lunch in the Park

St. John’s Youth will be providing Lunch in the Park on Friday, July a7th from 11am to

1:30pm. Our young people will be serving freshly grilled hot dogs, hamburgers, brats and
pork chop sandwiches along with chips, desserts, and drinks. We hope you'll mark your
calendars and plan to join us for lunch and fellowship... and bring your friends, neighbors,
and coworkers! This year the monies raised will be going towards sending a group of
youth to next summer’s Youth Gathering in Minnesota.

We would welcome any donations of bottled water, soda or iced teg; ice; buns; individual-
ly bagged assorted chips; and individually wrapped desserts such as bars, cookies, or cupcakes. Volunteer &
donation sign-up sheets are posted in the Narthex and on the Information Booth, or you can email/call
the church office. The more youth we have, the better. Many hands make light work!

Thank you! See you in the Park!!

N.1.S. Assembly Report 2026

[ was very privileged to attend the Synod Assembly at Augustana College on June 12 and 13. These
are just a few of the things that most caught my attention. First of all, | was impressed with the leadership

| skills of Bishop Fidlar. She was definitely in charge of the proceedings. Secondly, the 2 keynote speakers

were very inspiring to listen to. The Reverend Laurie Skow-Anderson had some great ideas about a Future
Focused Church. Do we want to say “If the 1980’s ever come around again we will be ready”? | think not.

| The other speaker was the secretary to the Bishop of the national ELCA Lucille "CeCee” Mills. It was very
inspiring to hear her story of what she has accomplished from her humble beginning to present day. Her
vision of the present and future is very impressive to say the least. The third high point | will give for this ar-
ticle was the St. John Joliet Spanish-Language Ministry in Joliet. The story of how this got started is defi-
nitely worth hearing about in a town that has a 38% Hispanic population. What is our percentage in Mendo-
ta? This is just a few of the highlights of the Assembly. | will share more at the service next Sunday June 28.
See you there! — Steve Florschuetz

[ also attended Synod Assembly with Steve and Pr. Elise. This is my third time going but the wor-
ship services always stick with me. There is nothing like an auditorium full of Lutherans from all over North-
ern lllinois singing and worshipping together. You get to meet new people and also see old friends. This
year we heard from an ELCA Army Chaplain, who gave us some perspective on what it is like to minister to
military personnel. We also had an update from LSSI. They are so grateful for congregations like ours that
financially support all they are doing for families, children, and individuals in our area. At the end of the day
Friday, we end with a meal and a ministry fair. It is fun to wander around the different booths, looking at
different organizations throughout our synod. | will share more with you at the July sth service.

— Melissa Nosalik

God’s Work. Our Hands. Shirts.

Have you missed out on getting a “"God's Work. Our God's work.
Hands” shirt? St. John’s will be putting in an order in Ourhands (
time for our service day in October. Use the bulletin ' '
order form or email melissa@stjohnsmendota.org
with your preferred size(s) (Youth small to Adult 5XL).

The cost is $12 per shirt; please include a memo that
you are paymg for a shirt. For shirt sizing visit oldlutheran.com/collections/elca. !




ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AN ‘

607 10th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

Rey. Elise Rothfusz ‘
Phone: 815-539-5626

Email: office@stjohnsmendota.org

Website: www.stjohnsmendota.org

Sneak Peak at August

We will begin a new worship series in Au- ||
gust called
“Season of Creation.”
Beginning August 2 our
worship will focus on God’s role as Crea-
tor and Sustainer of all life.

You can find us on:
YouTube - search for St. John’s Lutheran-Mendota
Facebook -St. John's Lutheran Church, Mendota, IL ||

Periodicals

St. John’s EAGLE (USPS 639-560) is published monthly by St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 607 10th Ave., Mendota, lllinois 61342-1935.
Periodicals nonprofit postage paid at Mendota, IL 61342-7935.
Postmaster, please send address change to St. John’s Lutheran Church,

607 10th Ave.,, Mendota, IL 61342-1935. Melissa Nosdlik, editor.

July Blrthdays, Annlversarles & Upcoming Events

God’s continued blessings to all of those
celebrating birthdays & anniversaries this

month!
75th+ Birthday
i, Julya Judy Schuster
ALl July 6 Joan Mays
| | Julya2 Tom Maloy
oYy July 18 Sandy Reger

'  ' July 25 Janet Piller
- July 25 Joanne Maloy

Happy Milestone or 50+ Anniversary!

Ron & Marlene Egler
July 4th — 58 years
Gerald & Sandra Eich
July 6th — 69 years

Ron & Deb Rose
July 21st — 54 years

July

Prayer Group in Chapel gam

Sarah Circle @ Stonecroft 1pm

Circle of Friends Dementia Group @ Zion UMC 1pm
Prayer Group in Chapel gam

Allure 10am

13 Rebecca Circle 1:30pm

15 Prayer Group in Chapel gam

O O N N B

|15 Stonecroft 10am

16 Dementia Support for Caregivers @ Zion UMC 1pm
17 Youth Host—Lunch In The Park 11am-1:30pm

19 VBS Picnic @ 1st UMC 5:30-6:30pm
20-23 VBS @ 1st UMC 5:30-7:15pm

22 Prayer Groupin Chapel gam

26 Potluck Brunch & Activities

28 Quilting gam

29 Prayer Group in Chapel gam
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