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You are invited to join the Quilting Group in the
Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, April 24th beginning
at 9am. Did you know that our Quilters make
quilts for Lutheran World Relief, Romanian Orphanages, the Mendota Lutheran Home, and the
PADS homeless shelter? They also gift baby
quilts to newly baptized children at St. John’s. We
are currently in need of fabric and sheets. You
may drop items off in the church office. Thank
you!

April Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Special Days, Upcoming Events

Apr. 1 Darlene Meisel
Apr. 14 Duane Fassig
Apr. 15 Patricia Bieser
Sandra Eich
Apr. 19 Marjorie Nance
Apr. 21 Patricia Despain
Apr. 27 Frank Etheridge
Apr. 29 Linda Buettner

Happy 50+ Anniversary!
Richard & Leslie Althaus
April 19th — 54 years

Special items of interest:

The Certainty of Easter

 We hope you will join us
for worship!
Saturday worship - 5pm
Sunday worship - 9am
Fellowship - 10am
Sunday School - 10:10am

And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.
~ 1 Corinthians 6:14

 St. John’s offers Electronic
Giving. If you are interested please contact Susan in
the office.

Search for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church” and
join our page.

75th+ Birthday

April 2018

 The hospital does not
contact the church when
you
are
hospitalized.
Please have a family member contact us.

Find us on Facebook!

God’s continued blessings to the following members of our congregation...

Volume 48, Issue 4

Upcoming Events
April
1 Easter Sunday worship at 9am
(Children’s Egg Hunt following worship)
2 Office Closed - Easter Holiday
5 All Teams meeting at 7pm
7 Highway Clean-up at 9am
8 Poured Out Meeting at 11:15am
19 Church Council meeting at 6:30pm
24 Mission Quilt Day at 9am
26 Newsletter Assembly at 10:30am
May
3 All Teams meeting at 7pm
6 Confirmation Rehearsal/Photo
13 Confirmation Day at 9am worship
17 Church Council meeting at 6:30pm
20 Recognition of Graduates at 9am
20 Last Day of Sunday School
22 Mission Quilt Day at 9am
24 Newsletter Assembly at 10:30am
28 Office Closed - Memorial Day Holiday

Highway Clean-up
Coordinator Needed!
We are in need of a coordinator
for the highway clean-up that St.
John’s is contracted to complete
for the State of Illinois. There are
four Saturday pick-up dates
scheduled: April 7th, June 2nd,
August 4th, and October 6th. Our
group meets
in the church
courtyard at
9am to issue
safety vests,
litter bags and
to
organize
into groups. The route begins at
the US 251 South viaduct and
travels 2 miles south on both
sides of the road. We are usually
done in an hour with 8-10 volunteers. This is a great service opportunity
for
our
youth
(confirmation age and older). Be
sure to wear closed toe shoes
and gloves. If you are interested
in leading the St. John’s Highway
Clean-up Crew, please contact
the office.

 Volunteers are needed in
April & May to host Fellowship Time.
Sign up in
Kitchen.
 We have Volunteer Opportunities available at
St. John’s. Please complete your Time & Talent
sheets and return them to
the church office ASAP.
 Thrivent Financial members have until March 31st
to designate “St. John’s” as
the recipient of their Choice
Dollars for the year.
 Highway
Clean-up
scheduled for Saturday,
April 7th. Please meet in
the courtyard at 9am.
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We’ve all heard the old saying, “only
two things in life are certain: death and
taxes!” As the cartoon suggests, the
Easter story of the empty tomb calls
into question the certainty of death, or
perhaps I should say, the certainty of
the lasting effects of death.
The idea that we will all experience
death — that we will all some day die
— is still a certainty. We simply can’t
avoid it. But if that’s all there is at the
end of life, then a grave is hardly something to look forward to. If death is all
there is, then what meaning can there
be to life? More importantly, what,
then, becomes of hope?
Jesus, too, must have wondered about
that issue of hope as he hung on the
cross. In Matthew’s Gospel we see Jesus struggling with this as he speaks
only once: “My God, my God, why have
you forsaken me!?” In the midst of extreme suffering with the certainty of
death only minutes away, we hear from
Jesus’ own lips the question we all ask:
does our death mean that God has forsaken us such that our hope and our
future are nonexistent?
Easter has much to say about
this. The empty tomb could
mean a number of things,
from the possibility that Jesus
wasn’t really dead and was
later revived by his followers
to the idea that thieves could
have stolen his body.
Of
course these theories can’t
explain the power Christians
have to face death without the
loss of hope.

There is one, and only one possibility,
and that is that God raised Jesus from
the dead. As surprising and preposterous as that might sound to the logical
mind, that’s precisely what Scripture
witnesses to. The empty tomb means
that Jesus is alive; that the power of
God’s love is greater than the power of
sin and death; that because our lives
have been united with the risen Christ
in baptism we, too, shall some day be
raised from the dead and live eternally
with our Lord.
The Easter promise is that Jesus’ death
and resurrection have destroyed one
certainty and replaced it with another:
the lasting effects of death are gone,
and in their place is the new life, the
everlasting life, we receive in the resurrection from the dead. Sounds to me
like our hope and our future are not
destroyed, but rather affirmed as we
once again gaze into the empty tomb
and remember the promise: “And God
raised the Lord and will also raise us by
his power!” Have a happy and hopefilled Easter!
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Mission: Mendota 2018

Church Council Highlights

The Task Force Team has
been busy working on some
great events for 2018. There
will be a community spring
cleanup, a shoe drive for Another Child Foundation, a community service
event in the fall, and a food packing event for
Kids Against Hunger in the fall. More details will
be coming with updates in the bulletin and temple talks. So keep your ears and eyes open and
get ready to show your volunteer spirit!

The following are some highlights from the March 15,
2018 Church Council meeting:

Let’s make Mendota shine with
Mission: Mendota 2018!

 Continuing search for an Interim Youth Director;
 Call Committee has been appointed—Ken Ladenburger,
Melissa Nosalik, Richard Althaus, Carl Ambler, Sheila
Duttlinger, Aimee Holland, Page Leonard, & Myrna Simon;
 The Council has completed Team assignments. Outreach Team - Kevin Champlin (Council Rep); Benevolence/Ministry Enhancement Team - Ken Ladenburger
(Council Rep), Carol Dilbeck (Finance Rep), Myrna Simon & Carol Dancey; Scholarship Team - Curt Zimmerman; Auditor - Becky Atherton.
Finance Report Year To Date thru February 2018:
Budgeted Income $61,225
Actual Income $55,429

Please contact Steve Florschuetz, Council President, if you
have any questions.

“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”
Confirmation Class News…
 Confirmation Students, please mark your calendars now! Confirmation Camp is set for June 24th
to June 29th at beautiful Lutherdale Bible Camp
in Elkhorn, Wisconsin. Please turn in your registration forms and deposit as soon as possible.
 We say “Thank You!” to all of the parents who continue to provide breakfast snacks for our class as
well as those who have signed up to be an adult
helper in our classroom. It’s nice to have you with
us!

St. John’s Honored by State of Illinois

 On Sunday, April 29th, our 8th graders will be
working on their Confirmation stoles during class.

St. John’s Lutheran Congregation of Mendota, IL
was honored March 10, 2018 along with 24 other
Illinois churches for 150 or more years of continuous service to its members and the community.
This celebration was
hosted by the Illinois
State Historical Society at the Springfield,
IL Westminster Presbyterian Church. Accepting the Certificate
of 150 Years of Service on behalf of St.
John’s were St. John’s
members,
Richard
and Leslie Althaus. In this Bicentennial Year for
the State of Illinois, St. John’s Lutheran Church
becomes one of 175 churches so honored over recent
years.
I want to thank all my dear
friends at St. John’s for remembering my birthday with so many
kind gestures.
There was so
much kindness shown me and I
am so very appreciative.
With Love, Gladys Brantner

PAGE 3

St. John’s Youth News

Special Offerings - $5 (Mendota Lutheran Home in Honor of Pastor Lepp)

Actual Expense $55,973

Behind Budget on Regular Offerings by -$6,317

We are looking for someone who would be interested in
serving as the Interim Youth Director for St. John’s until we
get a full-time pastor hired. It is our hope that a member of
St. John’s might be interested in working to organize
events and activities (mission trips, fundraisers, fun outings, etc.) for our junior high and high school youth in addition to providing spiritual guidance and mentoring for our
youth. This would be a paid part-time position (10 to 15
hours per week). The Youth Huddle and the church office
would fully support and assist with the events and activities.

S T . J O HN’ S E A G LE

 Our 8th grade students are asked to stay after
class for 20 minutes on the three Sundays after
Easter (April 8th, April 15th, and April 22nd) to
work on their faith statements and other plans
for Confirmation Day on May 13th.

Budgeted Expense $60,010

Interim Youth Director Position Available

V O LU M E 4 8 , I S S U E 4

 Confirmation Rehearsal and Picture Day will take
place on Sunday, May 6th during Sunday School.
Please wear appropriate clothing and shoes for the
photo.
St. John’s has a Scholarship program to help the youth of our congregation finance their education
at a school of higher learning. College Scholarship Applications are now available in
the church office and on the Information Booth.
Completed forms must be returned to the office no
later than April 15, 2018. For further information,
please contact Nancy Holland, Chair of the Scholarship Team.
College Graduates — We would like to recognize
your accomplishments by including a photo and information regarding your degree and future plans in an
upcoming Eagle newsletter. Please bring a photo and
details to the church office before Monday, April
30th, or email the requested information to
laura@stjohnsmendota.org.

We are excited to announce that
counselors from Lutherdale Bible
Camp will again conduct Vacation
Bible School at St. John’s for all
students who have completed Kindergarten through 5th grade. We will welcome the
counselors on Sunday, June 17th and camp will be
held from Monday, June 18th through Thursday,
June 21st. Registration forms and additional information will be available as the date approaches.

High School Students…
Join us in The Upper Room on Sunday mornings at
10:10am for a breakfast snack and a laid-back time
of conversation, reflection and prayer. Invite your
friends to join us!
~ Current 5th through 7th Graders ~
Junior High Mission Trip
Friday, June 1st - Sunday, June 3rd
It’s time to start thinking and
praying about joining the Poured
Out 2018 Team for the junior
high mission trip to Belvidere
planned for this summer! On
Sunday, April 8th, we will hold a
brief informational meeting in
the Library after Sunday School for all interested
students and their parents. This weekend has become a favorite event for our junior high students
and we are very excited to participate again this
year! Please join us on April 8th!
High School Seniors — Please
provide a current photo, a baby
(or younger self) photo, and your
future plans to the church office
by Monday, April 30th. This information will be used when we recognize our graduates during worship on Sunday, May 20th. You may
also email your pictures and information to
laura@stjohnsmendota.org. Thank you!

