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Special items of interest:

ADDRESS UPDATE

 The hospital does not
contact
the
church
when you are hospitalized. Please have a family
member contact us.

We have received an updated address for our
recent graduate, Haleigh Wendel, who is presently in training for the US NAVY. If you would
like to send a note or card, please address it to:

interested please contact
Susan in the office.

But we need to hear God’s Word now more than ever. We need to be reminded that
God is still sovereign. We need to live in hope that God will give us strength and
 Worship in our Sanctu- wisdom to overcome COVID. We need to trust that the cross and resurrection have
ary
continues
each already determined the outcome.

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s Lutheran
Church” and join our page.

August Birthdays and Anniversaries

75th+ Birthday
Aug. 3

Pearl Merritt

Aug. 4

Joyce Dinges
Donna Hagemann

Aug. 6

Daniel Randecker

Aug. 9

Leslie Althaus

Aug. 15 David Schroeder
Aug. 17 Carl Kerchner
Aug. 29 Ed Bock
Aug. 31 Allan (Tim) Munson

No singing. Keep your distance from your neighbor. Wear a mask. Keep the service short.

The constraints on worship that we have imposed to protect one another from being
infected are frustrating. Many of you are staying home on Sunday and participating
online. I suspect that some of you may have put worship “on hold” entirely until we
 St. John’s offers Electronic Giving. If you are can return to our normal practices.

SR WENDEL, HALEIGH E.
SHIP 10, USS ENTERPRISE DIVISION 278
3425 SAILOR DRIVE
GREAT LAKES, IL 600088-3525

God’s continued blessings to
the following members of our
congregation...

From the Pastor … Worship in the time of COVID

Happy 50+ Anniversary and
Milestone Anniversary Wishes!
Jim & Alice Fritz
August 2nd — 35 years
Roger & Barbara Anderson
August 5th — 59 years
Dave & Melanie Schroeder
August 17th — 57 years
Len & Marilyn Schaller
August 22nd — 61 years
John & Carol Wheeler
August 23rd — 51 years
Dennis & Connie Pohl
August 26th — 53 years

Special Information
With the exception of Sunday
morning worship, the church building remains closed for events and
activities.
If you have any concerns or health
issues, are high-risk or have been
sick or around someone who has
tested positive for Covid-19, we
strongly recommend you remain at
home and watch worship services
online via Zoom, Facebook Live
or
on
our
website
at
www.stjohnsmendota.org.
The church office staff is available
to assist you Monday—Thursday
from 8:30am to noon.

Sunday
morning
at
9am. If you are unable to
attend, we hope you will
join us online via Zoom,
Facebook Live, or on the
St.
John’s
website
(www.stjohnsmendota.org)

 Pearl Merritt will celebrate her 95th birthday
on August 3rd. Her family is planning a Card
Shower in her honor.
Your good wishes can be
mailed to her at:
Pearl Merritt
505 Adelaido
Apt. 208
Normal, IL 61725

So let’s continue to worship – in person or online – constrained though we are. Let’s
continue to pray, uncertain about the future though we may be. Let us remember
the word of hope that we heard last Sunday from St. Paul: “Neither life, nor death …
nor anything in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39).

~ Steve Mindrup

Sunday Scriptures for August
August 2nd: The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 55:1-5 God invites Israel to a lavish banquet, a sign of a renewed covenant.
Romans 9:1-5 Paul grieves for his Israelite kinsmen who do not accept Jesus as the Messiah.
Matthew 14:13-21 Jesus feeds a crowd of five thousand.
August 9th: The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:9-18 God appears to Elijah as “a sound of sheer silence.”
Romans 10:5-15 A Christian is accounted righteous before God because of faith.
Matthew 14:24-33 Trust in Jesus sustains his disciples in a time of fear.
August 16th: The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 Righteousness and obedience define God’s people.
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 God will not forsake his people Israel.
Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28 With a healing miracle, Jesus demonstrates God’s love for everyone.
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August 23rd: The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 51:1-6 God promises deliverance to his people.
Romans 12:1-8 Use the gifts God has given you & present yourself to him as an offering.
Matthew 16:13-20 Peter confesses Jesus as the Messiah (the Christ).
August 30th: The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:15-21 God assures Jeremiah: “I will be with you.”
Romans 12:9-21 Paul gives concrete examples for those who would live out of genuine love.
Matthew 16:21-28 Those who would follow Jesus must imitate his sacrificial life.
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“Virtual Worship”
Information for August

Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the July 16, 2020
Church Council meeting.
 The Council reported that online worship services are going well and will continue. It was reported that the July
12th service had over 200 “views” on Facebook Live.
 At the request of the Altar Guild, it was agreed that Communion will be held on the first and third Sundays of each
month.
 The Council approved reassigning budgeted benevolence
from the Mendota Lutheran Home to our Good Samaritan fund.
 The Call Committee decided not to pursue candidate #10.
They also reported that they will be having an interview
with another candidate soon.
 James Younger presented a handout outlining options for
updating and/or replacing our media equipment to improve the quality of our online worship services. The
Council agreed that funds from undesignated memorials
and the building fund could be used to purchase equipment. James also shared ideas about using digital
platforms to reach our Sunday School students in the fall.
Finance Report Year To Date thru June 2020:
Budgeted Income $176,329 Actual Income $158,701
Budgeted Expense $183,549 Actual Expense $155,841
We are grateful for your continued financial support,
through your offerings in person, through the mail, and
through automatic giving. We are blessed to have such a
faithful St. John’s family.

V O LU M E 5 0 , I S S U E 8
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Sharpener
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St. John’s Youth News
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”

The Zoom log-in information
for our August worship services have been set so that
the
Meeting ID and
Passcode are the same for
each week during August.
This is not an error. We
hope that it will make it easier for those logging in to Zoom.

While the Sweet Corn Festival as we know it will not take place this summer, the Queen
Pageant is a long-held tradition that the Mendota Chamber plans to hold in as safe a
way possible. Eleven young women will be participating in the pageant this year including
our own Hannah Ambler. If present plans hold, the Queen Pageant will be held on Friday,
August 7th and will be preceded by the crowning of this year’s Mini King & Queen. The
Queen Pageant will be live-streamed so that the public can watch and enjoy. The event will
be emceed by Don & Karen Goy. Best of luck to all of the contestants!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353?
pwd=YlA5TU1MNVJ5bDFzMXZ2b0VnNkpUQT09

St. John’s Youth Volunteer at the Community Garden

Dial up: 1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
Passcode: 316316
The log-in information will also be emailed
to you each Saturday at noon.
You are also able to
watch the worship services via Facebook Live
even if you don’t have
a Facebook account
yourself. Using your web browser, search for
St. John’s Lutheran Church Facebook
page. Once you find us, simply scroll past
any invitations to create a Facebook page
and you’ll see the Facebook Live video.
Worship will also continue to be shared on
our website (www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Can you believe it is almost time for the new school year? While we may not be exactly sure what
“school” will look like for our children this year, we know that school supplies will be needed. This is a reminder that we at St. John's continue to support Lutheran World Relief. In addition to making quilts, we
also assemble school kits. A total of 8 items are needed for each kit. LWR is very specific about items that
are allowed in the school kits, so please refer to the list shown below. When you are shopping, would you
consider purchasing and donating any of these items for our LWR School Kit Project. There is a collection box marked "School Supplies" outside of the church office and another one in the Narthex. Thank you
for your continued support of LWR.

Notebook
(spiral 70 pgs)
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#2 Pencils
(unsharpened)

Ink Pens 16-24 Crayons
(no gel)

Eraser

Our Junior High and High School youth were invited by the volunteer coordinator at OSF St. Paul Medical Center to
help “man” the hospital’s Community Garden the week of July 20th to 25th. On two different mornings, we worked
to harvest 103 pounds of produce (WOW!), plant new crops of green beans and weed the beds. Food grown and harvested from the garden is first offered
to the hospital’s kitchen to be used in
providing fresh vegetable meal options
to patients. Remaining produce is donated weekly to the Mendota Area
Christian Food Pantry and/or the Body
and Soul Food Pantry run by the Baptist church.
Our junior high gardeners with the
abundance of produce picked on July 21st!

Our high school gardeners on a VERY
warm July 24th.

What a fun way to be together while
helping to feed those in need!!

OUR COLLEGE SUPPORT TEAM NEEDS YOU!!
Are you looking for a way to make a difference in someone’s day… from the comfort of your
own home? We have TWENTY-ONE young adults from St. John’s who will be attending college in the fall. While it is an exciting time, it also can be a time of stress, pressure, and missing home and family.
We are looking for encouraging people to join our College Support Team to be a connection from St. John’s to one or
more of our college youth by sending a card or note, etc. to them sometime each month. You may choose to add a
Bible verse, an encouraging saying, something funny, etc... but it is certainly not expected.
Each youth has been sent a questionnaire about their year and studies, roommate, upcoming events this year, and a
few “things you like” questions to give us a little information about them specifically. If you choose to join our team,
a copy of the questionnaire filled out by the college partner you are assigned will be provided to you (IF they have
returned it). In polling the college youth about last year’s college support team, they commented how much of a
“pick me up” it was to go to the mailbox and find mail!!, as well as that it made them feel connected to their St. John’s
church family.
Now, more than ever, we all realize the need for connecting with and encouraging one another. I hope you will
prayerfully consider being one of the ones that helps to provide that for our college youth. Please let Karen Goy
know if you have questions or would be interested in being a partner for one or more of our youth (815-228-2391 or
karen@stjohnsmendota.org). Thanks for the many ways you make a difference!!

