St. John’s Lutheran Church
Periodicals

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
607 10th Avenue
Mendota, IL 61342

ST. JOHN’S EAGLE

St. John’s EAGLE (USPS 639-560) is published monthly by St. John’s
Lutheran Church, 607 10th Ave., Mendota, Illinois 61342-1935.
Periodicals nonprofit postage paid at Mendota, IL 61342-7935.

Phone: 815-539-5626
Fax: 815-539-9006
E-mail: office@stjohnsmendota.org
Website: www.stjohnsmendota.org

Postmaster, please send address change to St. John’s Lutheran Church,
607 10th Ave., Mendota, IL 61342-1935. Susan Garner, editor.

Sunday, January 24th

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s Lutheran
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75th+ Birthday
Dec. 1 Robert Hagemann
Dec. 7 Rita Randecker
Dec. 10 Betty Croisant
Carol Fischer
Dec. 14 Robert Williams
Dec. 17 John Betz
Dec. 18 Kenneth Miller
Dec. 19 Myrintha Morton
Dec. 25 Mary Haenitsch

Fabric Face Masks Donated
We say “Thank You!” to Myrintha
Morton for generously making and
donating 30 fabric face masks for
us to have available for any of our
members who might need one.
Throughout this covid-19 crisis, she
has made over 300 face masks!
What a great outreach to our community!
If anyone else would like to donate
fabric face masks, you are welcome to bring them to the
church office.

We wish God’s blessings on you and your
family during this Christmas season.
St. John’s staff

Happy 50+ Anniversary Wishes!
Elwood & Jo Ann Kidd
December 6th — 62 years
Daniel & Rita Randecker
December 28th — 62 years

Special items of interest:

 St. John’s offers Electronic
Giving. If you are interested please contact Susan in
the office.

following 9am worship.

God’s continued blessings to the following
members of our congregation...

December 2020

 If you want Pastor Ken
Gibson to know when
you
are
hospitalized,
please contact the church
office. Because of privacy
laws, the hospital will not
contact us.

The Annual Meeting of
St. John’s Congregation
is scheduled for

December Birthdays
and Anniversaries

Volume 50, Issue 12

Pastor Ken Gibson,
Susan Garner,
Laurie Zimmerman,
Karyn Bock, Rob Guardiola,
Dawn Kendall,
James Younger, Delle Vercimak,
Vicki Wujek, and Kevin Wohrley.

 Worship in our Sanctuary continues each Sunday morning at 9am. If you
are unable to attend, we
hope you will join us for
virtual worship online via
Zoom, Facebook Live, or on
the St. John’s website.
(www.stjohnsmendota.org).
 Poinsettia order forms
are due in the church office
by Tuesday, December 1st.
 We hope you are joining
Pastor Ken for daily devotions, Monday through
Thursday mornings at
8am on St. John’s Facebook page. It’s a nice way
to start your day!
 If you have not done so already, please fill out and
return your Time & Talent
forms to the church office.
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ADVENT—A Time of Waiting by Pastor Ken Gibson
As some of you may know I am blessed with two daughters. Both are exceptional
young women, and both have much of which I delight in sharing, so ask me about
them at some point. I will be glad to share of my love for them at great length. What
I want to share with you at this time is the differences they each represent as the
season of Advent came around. None of these differences are in some way incorrect,
and neither one of these is to be lifted up above the other. They are just differences
and they are both special.
One of my daughters is named Joy and she is what her name suggests. She is all
about Joy, truly a Christmas Joy. For her the season of Advent represented a time of
excitement, it was a season celebrated with much joy. And it was a season to “get
through”; because for her, Christmas was on the other end. We had to be extra clever to hide her Christmas gifts if we wanted to have any chance of her being surprised
on Christmas morning. At one point we even had to store them at a friend’s house
until Christmas Eve. She loved to search for her gifts, and she was good at finding
out what was coming. Joy liked the noise and the busyness of the Advent season. If
there was a holiday party to attend, she would have us at it. A concert, and/or a
Christmas solo to sing, or play her violin for folks; sign her up, she embraced it all.
My other daughter, Lauren, loved the stillness of waiting. It was the anticipation,
the actual waiting that made her happy. She would share with you today, I believe,
that Christmas is sometimes a sad day because it will take another 365 days for it to
be here again. She loved then and still loves today, the waiting of Advent. You could
put Lauren’s gifts under the tree in week one of Advent and not worry a bit that she
would seek them in any way. She would not even go shake them to see if they would
make any noise. For her silence was and still is a sacred thing. A good book, a cup of
tea, sitting by the tree and the fireplace brings her much peace.
If we look up the definition of Advent in Webster’s dictionary, (I know ancient huh?),
we will find; advent, small a; The coming or arrival, especially of something awaited
or momentous. We would also find Advent, capital A; The birth of Christ. I cannot
think of anything more waited for than the Advent of Christ coming into the world.
In a very strange sort of way, maybe the whole of 2020 is having us come to a greater
understanding of what waiting/advent is all about. The people of God had waited for
thousands of years for the savior to come. Talk about a shot in the arm. Jesus’ birth
brought hope to life then and still does this day.
Please consider the season of Advent as a special time for us all. We will be offering
an online Advent worship service each week with the Holden Vespers service being
presented by our St. John’s youth. Yes, our St. John’s Youth. They will record the
service and we will offer it online each Wednesday in Advent. I am excited to have
these young people present this special service. I will offer a brief message each
week around the theme of HOPE, leading us up to Christmas Eve services at 4:30pm
and 9pm.
Now remember, there is no wrong or right way to do Advent. I think Joy and/or
Lauren are both beautiful, each in their own way. Advent Blessings to you all.
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Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the November 19, 2020
Church Council meeting.
 Pastor Ken announced that we will have an online Advent service
led by our Youth each Wednesday starting December 2nd. He will
provide a weekly message on HOPE.
 Council approved Christmas Eve worship services at 4:30pm and
9pm (the pews will be sanitized between services).
 The Executive Team accepted with regret the resignation of Interim Youth Director, Karen Goy.
 St. John’s Task Force will donate $250 to “Operation Elf Action”
and $250 each to Blackstone, Lincoln & Northbrook schools for
their Backpack Blessings food program. The Task Force is also purchasing 10 tablets to provide a recording of the worship service to
some of our shut-ins.
 Council also extended a special “Thank You” to Cyndy Kreiser for
her many years of dedication to our Educational Ministry Team.
Finance Report Year To Date thru October 2020:
Budgeted Income $293,891
Actual Income $250,376
Budgeted Expense $303,574
Actual Expense $265,301
We are grateful for your continued financial support, through your
offerings in person, through the mail, and through automatic giving.
We are blessed to have such a faithful St. John’s family.
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“Virtual Worship” Information
for December
The Zoom log-in information for
our December worship services
has been set so that the Meeting
ID and Passcode are the same for
each week during December.
This is not an error. We hope that it will make
it easier for those logging in to Zoom. The login information will also be emailed to you
each Saturday at noon.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353
Dial up: 1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
Passcode: 316316
You are also able to watch the
worship services via Facebook
Live even if you don’t have a
Facebook account yourself. Search for St.
John’s Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Once you find us, simply scroll past any invitations to create a Facebook page and you’ll
see the Facebook Live video.

Does your family set up a nativity, or advent wreath, or use an
Advent calendar to count down the days? We'd love to share
your traditions with our St. John's Family.

Due to the occupancy restrictions in place
because of covid-19, we are asking everyone
to please abide by our social-distancing efforts and only sit in marked pews. We also
ask you to wear your mask. Hand sanitizer
is available. If needed, we will open the
doors between the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall and have chairs set up there
for your use.
We will continue to offer online worship via
Zoom and Facebook Live.
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Send us some photos or a quick
video of your family's Advent
traditions so we can share them
with the St. John's Family. You
can send them to James Younger
by text (815) 910-0020 or email
jjyounger@gmail.com. If you
have trouble sending the file, please contact James and he can
help you.

St. John’s Quilting Ladies Continue Their Work
After the Thanksgiving holiday, the Quilting Ladies will replenish the walker bag basket in the Narthex with many Christmas themed bags. If you know of someone who would enjoy a
bag, or if you would like one yourself, please feel free to take
one.
At this time, they are accepting donations of sheets that are
used in making the quilts for Lutheran World Relief
(LWR). Donations can be dropped off at the church office.
Although the ladies are not able to get together on a monthly
basis, members of the group are working at home to continue
this ministry for LWR. Thank you for your ongoing support.
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St. John’s Youth News
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”

Confirmation Classes for 7th and 8th Grade Students
Confirmation classes for our 7th and 8th grade students will continue on Sunday mornings after worship starting at approximately 10am. We will follow the lead of Mendota elementary school district
#289 — if school is meeting in-person, our Confirmation classes will also be held in-person with class
offered virtually on Zoom for any students who may be quarantined. Masks will be required and social
distancing will be practiced. If school has gone to remote-learning, we will hold class on Zoom only.
An email containing the login information will be sent to all confirmation students and families on Thursday prior to
class. Please return your registration form to the church office so we can be sure to have accurate contact information.
We ask our congregation to keep our Confirmation students in your prayers as they study our Lutheran heritage: Ava
Beetz, Sarah Brown, Addyson Champlin, Ella Coss, Ally Denault, Natalie Hanaman, Brody Hartt, Alex Holland, Lauren
Holland, Quin Holland, Grady Jones, Kennedy Knaff, Dessa Komitas, Ella Martin, Gracie Politsch, Meredith Politsch,
Joshua Shakespeare, Aden Tillman, and Jillian Younger.

St. John’s Youth… We Need Your Help
Do you remember the awesome video that was created for 2020 Mother’s Day? How about we
do something like that again, but this time we would like you to tell us…

Worship will also continue to be shared on our
website (www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Do You Have Any Family Advent Traditions?

Our Christmas Eve worship services will
be held on Thursday, December 24th at
4:30pm and 9pm. Beautiful services including music, Holy Communion, and candlelight are being planned for this Holy Night
when we celebrate the birth of the Christ
Child.

V O LU M E 5 0 , I S S U E 1 2

What are you thankful for?
The youth of St. John's can remind us to be thankful for God's blessings, even in 2020. You can
help us by sending us a recording of our St. John's youth (of all ages) telling us what they are
thankful for. Recordings can be sent to James Younger by text (815) 910-0020 or by email
jjyounger@gmail.com. If you have trouble sending the file, contact James and he will send you a dropbox link.
Please share this info with your St. John’s friends and family in case we don’t have everyone’s email address.
Thanks for participating in what we know will be another awesome video!

Upcoming Office Closures and Information

Advent Calendars Are Available

 The church office will be CLOSED on December 24th in
observance of the Christmas Holiday. The office will also
close at 12:30pm on December 28th, 29th and 30th.

To assist you in your advent time of waiting, we
will make available Advent Calendars to be
shared in your home.

 The church office will be CLOSED on December 31st.

Pick yours up in the
Narthex
following
worship on Sunday,
 When the snow and ice arrive this winter, please remem- November 29th, or
ber that the standard rule for canceling worship services stop by the church
and meetings is for you to stay safe! If either ice or snow office during office
would endanger your drive or entrance to the church, please hours.
 Remember that December 31st is the last day for financial contributions for 2020.

stay home! Let safety be your guide.

