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Please remember that the standard rule for
canceling worship services and meetings is
for you to stay safe! If ice, snow, or dangerously low temperatures would endanger your drive
or entrance to the church, please stay home!
We will do our best to have the office open during our normal hours, but if school is canceled,
it would be a good idea for you to phone the
church office to be sure we are open before venturing out.

Elwood Kidd
Joanne Politsch
Carol Schinzer
Bruce Wilhelm
James Armstrong
Elizabeth Robinson
Jerrene Gray

Happy Anniversary!
William & Marlene Simonton
February 14th — 60 years
Richard & Susan Ponto
February 28th — 40 years

Annual Meeting of St. John’s Congregation

 We hope you will join
us for worship!
Saturday worship - 5pm
Sunday worship - 9am
Sunday School - 10:10am
Fellowship - 10am

The annual meeting was held following worship on Sunday, January 26th. Council
President Steve Florschuetz opened the meeting with remarks about all of the good
that God has provided us this past year including our interim clergy and youth director, call committee, church council, staff, musicians, and the many, many volunteers
who make our ministry possible. Pastor Steve Mindrup led the opening devotion,
and thanked the congregation for the warm welcome to he and Kelley. They are so
happy to be able to be here with us. Karen Goy reported on the many activities that
our youth have been involved in during this past year. She thanked the congregation
for their continuous, generous support of our youth with prayer and financial support.
Richard Althaus reported on the activities of the Call Committee. They are looking
forward to working with our new Synod liaison, Rev. Gary Erickson, and hope to
receive new pastoral candidates in the near future.

Carol Wheeler presented the Treasurer’s Report, noting that our income exceeded
our expenses this year, and that we were well ahead of our deficit budget. The congregation approved the 2020 Annual Budget which also included possible stained
 Volunteers are needed glass window repairs that could exceed $10,000. Our Building Fund will cover these
in March to host Fellow- costs.

February Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Special Days, and Upcoming Events

Feb. 2
Feb. 3
Feb. 6
Feb. 17
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 27

Special items of interest:

 St. John’s offers Electronic Giving. If you are
interested please contact
Susan in the office.

join our page.

75th+ Birthday

February 2020

 The hospital does not
contact
the
church
when you are hospitalized. Please have a family
member contact us.

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church” and

God’s continued blessings to the
following members of our congregation...
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ship Time and/or provide
the snack. Please sign up
in the Kitchen.

Upcoming Events
February
1 Super Bowl pizza fundraiser — pizza
making 9am, pick up 11am to noon
1 5th & 6th graders provide PADS meal
6 Executive Board mtg. at 6:30pm
6 All Teams meeting at 7pm
9 First Communion Class at 11:15am
10 Rebecca Circle at 1:30pm
17 Office Closed — Presidents’ Day
20 Church Council mtg. at 6:30pm
23 First Communion Class at 11:15am
24 Newsletter Deadline
25 Mission Quilt Day at 9am
25 Fat Tuesday Pancake Dinner 5pm-7pm
26 Ash Wednesday worship at 6:30pm
27 Newsletter Assembly at 10:30am
March
1 First Communion during 9am worship
5 Executive Board mtg. at 6:30pm
5 All Teams meeting at 7pm
7 Confirmation Class provide PADS meal
19 Church Council mtg. at 6:30pm

The 2020 CRE will be Saturday,
March 14 at Kishwaukee Community College in Malta. Keynote speaker: ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton.
In addition to workshops from the
keynote speaker and NIS Bishop
Jeffrey Clements, other workshops
feature topics including: Congregational Leadership, Evangelism/ Outreach/Hospitality, Faith Formation
& Growth, Social Justice, Spirituality/Wellness, Stewardship, Worship,
and Youth/Family/Children.
You can register online at
www.nisynod.org.
Bring your
friends and attend different workshops. Then get together and learn
from each other!

 Midweek Lenten services will be held on
Wednesdays at 6:30pm
beginning March 4th. A
light supper will be served
in the Fellowship Hall
from 5:30pm to 6:15pm.
Please contact the office if
your small group would
like to provide the meal.
March 11th and April 1st
are still available.
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All of the Team reports and the Ministry Enhancement distribution were approved.
St. John’s revised Constitution and Bylaws were approved.
Copies of the Annual Report are available in the church office.
The next Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 2021.
2020 St. John’s Church Council, Delegates & Committee Members
The newly-elected Church Council gathered in the Library following the Annual Meeting on January 26th for a brief organizational meeting.
Executive Team includes: President — Steve Florschuetz; Vice President — Ken Ladenburger; Secretary — Melissa Nosalik; Treasurer — Carol Wheeler. The Church Council also
includes: Ed Bock, Dorothy Brandner, Gary Duttlinger, Melvette Jones, Dawn Kendall, Roberta
Wendel, Todd Zimmerlein.
We thank the following members for volunteering to serve St. John’s as delegates and
committee members — Mendota Lutheran Home Aux. Representative—Ellen Olson;
Nominating Committee—Judy Kerns; Mendota Lutheran Home Delegates—Becky Atherton, Dennis Bieser, Cyndy Kreiser, Beth Miller, Myrna Simon, Jean Carnahan (alternate);
Northern Illinois Synod Assembly Delegates—Shirley Pierson, Ed Bock, Karyn Bock, Myrna
Simon (alternate); Memorial Team—Rita Randecker.
The Council also approved midweek Lenten services and Ash Wednesday worship to be
held at 6:30pm. The Wednesday services will be preceded by a light supper served from
5:30pm to 6:15pm in the Fellowship Hall.
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Church Council Highlights

St. John’s Youth News

The following are some highlights from the December 19, 2019 Church Council meeting.
 The Council approved the revisions to St. John’s Constitution & Bylaws which will be voted on at the Annual Meeting.
 The Council approved the Nominating Team report and ballot for 2020.
 The Council reviewed and agreed to keep St. John’s “Vision Statement” as it is currently.
 The Call Committee reported that our Synod liaison is now Rev. Gary Erickson.

“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”

Finance Report Year To Date thru December 2019:
Budgeted Income $360,351
Actual Income $348,628
Budgeted Expense $371,740
Actual Expense $306,472
Schuster House Fire Donations $2,606

February 2020:
Scriptures for Worship
February 2: Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Micah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12

February 9: Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1-9a; 1 Corinthians 2:1-12; Matthew 5:13-20

February 16: Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Deuteronomy 30:15-20; 1 Corinthians 3:1-9;
Matthew 5:21-37

February 23: Transfiguration of Our Lord
Exodus 24:12-18; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9

St. John’s Mission Work group
would like to extend a big thank
you to the congregation for all their
support throughout 2019.
With
your generous donations of material,
school supplies and drawstring school
bags, we were able to assemble 151 quilts and 120
school kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Special
thanks to the Rebecca Circle for supplying all of the
school bags. The Mission Work group meets in the
Fellowship Hall on the 4th Tuesday of each month
from 9am to noon. The next work day is Tuesday,
February 25th and we hope you will join us! If you
would like to work at home, quilt top kits are available in the Information Booth.

A Report from our Seminarian, Maria Bonine
We've come this far by faith, and by the grace of God! I have just completed my last fall semester of seminary studies, and I am looking forward to my January course with travel to The Holy Lands.
My year of internship in Evansville, WI was a year filled with love, adventure and self-revelation. I am
grateful to have been a part of another St. John's family (it sure made answering the telephone much easier). After a year in a new faith community, and with a new love for cheese, I continue to be in awe of
God's work in and through the people I've encountered. With my heart stretched wide between three
states, I am forever grateful for the uplifting prayers and support from you all on home base at St. John's in
Mendota. THANK YOU!
I am still on target for graduation on May 17th (save the date!) and will begin my last semester of coursework in February. As
of December 3rd, I have officially been approved for ordination in the ELCA, and I have entered the assignment process. I
should receive word in March about what area of the United States I am assigned to, which will be followed with an assignment to a Synod within that region. Your prayers for that unfolding process are appreciated.
We walk by faith and not by sight… with your faithful prayers and generous support I have journeyed far. As the path in
which I am to trod is revealed I give thanks to God for each of you, my traveling partners. Your encouragement, love, support
and open arms always eager to welcome me home have sustained me, THANK YOU!
As we venture into 2020, I share a prayer that seminarians find great comfort in — O God, you have called your servants to
ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. (ELW p. 304 Morning Prayer)
May we be filled with hope and joy in these words as we trust that God is with us every step of the way.
~ With joy, Maria

NOTE: Pastor Steve has asked Maria to lead worship in his absence on Saturday, February 15th and
Sunday, February 16th. We hope you will make plans to join us.

We are excited to announce the members
of our 2020 High School Mission Trip
Team — Bailey Baird, Samantha Katschke,
Abby Kunz, Matt Miller, Tim Miller, Alayna
Nosalik, Isabella Tolentino, Cole Zimmerman, Garret Zinke, and Gracie Zinke. If you
have not signed up, and have decided that you would like to
go, please see Karen and we will see about the possibility of
adding you to our group. (Chaperones will be announced
soon.) Please add our Team and the community of Gatlinburg, TN to your prayer list.
The members of Team Gatlinburg will
meet in the church kitchen at 9am on Saturday, February 1st to assemble and deliver all of the pizzas ordered in support of
our Super Bowl Pizza Fundraiser. If you are unable to be
there, please let Karen know in advance so we can find another way for you to help.
First Communion Classes for our 2nd graders and any older students who have not
received instruction will be held after Sunday School on February 9th and February
23rd. Students will meet with Pastor Steve in the Confirmation classroom from 11:15am to 12pm. We will celebrate
First Communion during worship on Sunday, March 1st.
Plans are being made for an exciting
week of Vacation Bible School this
summer entitled Rocky Railway,
Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through!

Confirmation youth — We are
making plans for our Confirmation
Camp
experience
at
Lutherdale Bible Camp in Elkhorn,
Wisconsin! We are planning to
register for the week of June 14th
to 19th. Some families have mentioned that the
Northbrook Middle School trip to Washington DC will
be getting back late on June 13th. If you are concerned
about your child participating in both the school trip
and Confirmation Camp, please talk to Karen (815228-2391) and we can arrange a later arrival time for
those that need to get to Camp either later on Sunday
or early on Monday morning.
Our 5th & 6th grade Sunday School
class will be preparing and serving
the evening meal at PADS on Saturday, February 1st; and our Confirmation Class will prepare and serve the PADS meal on
Saturday, March 7th. Information will be shared with
the Confirmation Class soon. We hope you’ll consider
joining us for a fun night of serving those in need and
making a difference in the lives of someone else!! **A
second adult will be needed to accompany our Confirmation Class. Please let Karen know if you are available to help.

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper

Mark your calendars now for our annual
Mardi Gras themed Fat Tuesday Pancake
Supper on Tuesday, February 25th from
VBS will be held on Monday, June
5pm to 7pm. The menu will include pan22nd through Friday, June 26th from cakes, sausage patties, applesauce and beverages.
9am to Noon. We will need some additional adult teachers and high school aged teacher assis- All 5th through 12th graders are invited and encourtants to help us this year. It's sure to be a week filled with aged to help make this delicious fundraiser meal a sucfun, friendship, and worshipping God!! Those interested in cess again this year. We will need people to donate
helping, please contact one of the co-coordinators, Valerie supplies as well as many workers to set up, cook, serve,
Kreiser at (815) 866-4946 or Deb Rose at (815) 866-5833 as and clean up for the event; and we hope that you will
consider those ways that you can be a part. There will
soon as possible so we can finalize plans.
be a Help Needed/Supply Sign-up sheet on the Sunday
If you would like to provide breakfast School sign-in table or you can contact Karen Goy to
treats (donuts, breakfast pizza, etc.) for let her know how you’d like to participate. We’re lookour High School class, please contact the ing forward to a festive night of deliciousness and
office. We have dates available in February thank you in advance for helping us to make this a fun
and March. Thank you in advance!
night to kick off our Lenten season!

