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at 10:45am on zoom.

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s Lutheran
Church” and join our page.

2021 Offering Envelopes are Here!

Offering envelopes for 2021 have arrived and are available for you to pick up in the Fellowship Hall following
God’s continued blessings to the following
worship on Sunday mornings. If you are not attending
members of our congregation...
in-person worship, feel free to stop in the office during
the week and we will get them to you.
75th+ Birthday
Steve Dancey
Shirley Pierson
Betty Lou Radefeld
Catherine Radtke
Robert Wilhelm
Jan. 13 Joanne Miller
Jan. 14 Ron Reger

When the snow and ice arrive this winter,
please remember that the standard rule for canceling
worship services is for you to stay safe! If either ice
or snow would endanger your drive or entrance to
the church, please stay home and join us virtually!
Let safety be your guide.

Special items of interest:

An Epiphany
This Epiphany Season

by Pastor Ken Gibson

I recall one Epiphany season, while teaching a confirmation class, that the
topic was the Babylonian Exile. I was trying to get the students to realize
that God is with us in all our times, just as God was with God’s people even
while they were in exile in Babylon. At times I’m sure it did not seem like
God was with them, as they were away from the temple and their Palestinian
 St. John’s offers Electron- homeland. So, my thought was to have the kids draw their own lifeline. You
ic Giving. If you are in- know, draw a line across a piece of paper and at the left-hand side mark the
terested please contact
line with the date of their birth and then continue to the right listing highSusan in the office.
lights and lowlights that they had experienced in their lives.

Sunday, January 24th

Jan. 1
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 12

January 2021

 If you want Pastor Ken
Gibson to know when
you are hospitalized,
please contact the church
office. Because of privacy
laws, the hospital will not
contact us.

The Annual Meeting of
St. John’s Congregation
is scheduled for

January
Birthdays

Volume 51, Issue 1

If you cannot pick yours up or make arrangements for a
friend or family member to deliver them to you, please
call the office and we will put them in the mail.

If you ordered a poinsettia to
help decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas, you may take one
home with you after worship
on January 3rd or you can stop
in the church office during office hours.

 Worship in our Sanctuary continues each Sunday morning at 9am. If
you are unable to attend,
we hope you will join us for
virtual worship online via
Zoom, Facebook Live, or on
the St. John’s website.
(www.stjohnsmendota.org).

 We hope you are joining
Pastor Ken for daily devotions, Monday through
Thursday mornings at
8am on St. John’s Facebook page. It’s a nice way
to start your day!

As an example, I posted my own lifeline on the chalkboard and added my
highlights and lowlights. At my age, I had many experiences to highlight:
the day I graduated from high school; the day I graduated from college; the
births of my daughters, Lauren and Joy; being called to serve Christ; entering seminary; our first call; the deaths of my father, mother, and sister; and
the time I felt I was in my own personal exile when serving a social service
agency before coming back to once again serve as a pastor. There were other
things along the line, but this made my point. So, I asked the young people
to make their own lifelines. And I placed this question for them to consider:
“Where is God along your lifeline?” Then it hit me, my epiphany of that
Epiphany season. “Those kids, at the most, had only lived 14 years, and
thankfully, most of them did not have many low points to put on their lines.”
Their lives were just beginning.
Well, we discussed the concept, but it fell short, and on we went with the lesson. I decided that I really should have asked them to extend their lines by
adding the things they hoped would be in their lives and to continue to ask
them to consider: “Where will God be along their lifelines?”
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The question: “Where is God along your lifeline?” is a good way to get at
the understanding of God being with us not only when we are in worship but
at all times. Think about where God is in your workplaces, in your social
gatherings, in your spousal relationships, in your relationships with other
family members and friends and even with those who seem to oppose you. I
will not ask you to turn in this assignment, but please do think about it, and
if you want to share it with someone; find a friend who is willing to listen. I
actually enjoyed sharing my lifeline with the kids and I think you may also.
So, “Where is God in your life?” Perhaps you, too, will have an epiphany in this Epiphany Season.
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Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the December 17, 2020
Church Council meeting.
 The Council approved the Proposed 2021 Budget as recommended by the Finance Team.
 The remaining funds from the Task Force projects for 2020 will be
used to purchase Kindle Fire tablets to provide worship service
recordings to shut-ins, and monetary donations will be made to
the LaSalle Veterans Home and the Mendota Area Christian Food
Pantry.
 The annual meeting of the congregation will take place on Sunday,
January 24th on Zoom beginning at 10:45am. It will be run similar
to the congregational meeting held to call Pastor Ken.
 Last year’s 8th grade confirmands will be confirmed on Pentecost
Sunday, May 31st.
 The Council approved the membership of Linda Buettner and
Pastor Ken & Yvonne Gibson.
Finance Report Year To Date thru November 2020:
Budgeted Income $323,281
Actual Income $280,953
Budgeted Expense $333,580
Actual Expense $293,027
We are grateful for your continued financial support, through your
offerings in person, through the mail, and through automatic giving.
We are blessed to have such a faithful St. John’s family.
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“Virtual Worship” Information
for January
The Zoom log-in information for
our January worship services has
been set so that the Meeting ID
and Passcode are the same for
each week during January. This is
not an error. We hope that it will make it easier for those logging in to Zoom. The log-in
information will also be emailed to you each
Saturday at noon.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353
Dial up: 1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
Passcode: 316316
You are also able to watch the
worship services via Facebook
Live even if you don’t have a
Facebook account yourself. Search for St.
John’s Lutheran Church Facebook page.
Once you find us, simply scroll past any invitations to create a Facebook page and you’ll
see the Facebook Live video.
Worship will also continue to be shared on our
website (www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Confirmation Classes Resume

Thank you to everyone who helped with Christmas preparations at St. John’s. Our worship services were filled with beauty and inspiration.
As a congregation, we also touched the lives of
many, many people beyond our walls by our
gifts to Heritage Health through the “Angel
Tree” project, and our other outreach ministries.
Pastor Ken & Yvonne and the entire St.
John’s staff gives thanks to all of you for the
cards, gifts and Christmas blessings so generously poured out during this holiday season!
We appreciate you and pray for God’s leadership and guidance for a wonderful new year of
ministry together!

Confirmation classes for our 7th and 8th
grade students will resume on Sunday, January 10th after worship starting at 10am. We
will follow the lead of Mendota elementary
school district #289 — if school is meeting inperson, our Confirmation classes will also be
held in-person with class offered virtually on Zoom for any
students who may be quarantined. Masks will be required and
social distancing will be practiced. If school is conducted via
remote-learning, we will hold class on Zoom only. An email
containing the login information will be sent to all confirmation students and families on Thursday prior to class. Please
return your registration form to the church office so we can be
sure to have accurate contact information.

St. John’s Prayer Chain Ministry
The prayer chain has been very active these last
several months and we are grateful for all of you
who participate and offer your prayer support to
those going through difficult times. If anyone
else would like to join the prayer chain, please
contact the church office. The prayer chain is
conducted primarily through group text messages with a few members receiving information by a phone call.

The Zoom log-in information for active voting members:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
You can log-in beginning at 10:30am. Please enable your camera as
you will need to be seen to be counted “present” for the meeting.
The password will be emailed to the active voting members. If you
do not receive emails from the church, please contact the church
office.
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