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Special items of interest:

ANOTHER YEAR IS UPON US

 Worship in our Sanctuary continues each Sunday morning at 9am. If you
are unable to attend, you
can join us for virtual worship on our YouTube page.
(Go to YouTube.com and
search for STJ LUTHERAN
MENDOTA.)

by Pastor Ken Gibson

 Sunday School classes
for all ages begin at
10am.
Please sign-in at
the table in the north fellowship hall.

January Birthdays
and Anniversaries
God’s continued blessings to the following
members of our congregation...
75th+ Birthday
Jan. 1
Jan. 4
Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 13
Jan. 14

Steve Dancey
Shirley Pierson
Betty Lou Radefeld
Robert Wilhelm
Joanne Miller
Ron Hohertz
Ron Reger
Jan. 24 Leon Mosier
Jan. 25 Rich Wujek

If you ordered a beautiful
poinsettia to decorate the
sanctuary for Christmas,
you may take one home
with you after worship on
January 2nd or you can
stop in the church office
during office hours.

The Annual Meeting of
St. John’s Congregation
is scheduled for
Sunday, January 23rd
following worship.
Upcoming Office Closures & Information
The church office will be CLOSED on Monday,
December 27th in observance of the Christmas Holiday. The office will also close at 12:30pm on December 28th, 29th, and 30th.

 If you want Pastor Ken
Gibson to know when
you are hospitalized,
please contact the church
office. Because of privacy
laws, the hospital will not
contact us.
 St. John’s offers Electronic Giving. If you are interested please contact Susan
in the office. You can also
give online through the
link on our website.

I will come to you in the silence,
I will lift you from all your fear.
You will hear my voice,
I claim you as my choice,
Be still and know I am here.
Do not be afraid, I am with you.
I have called you each by name.
Come and follow me,
I will bring you home.
I love you and you are mine. (ELW 581)
As we begin another year, I am prayerful that we might come to know who
we are. Way too often these days we are being coerced in to thinking that we
must somehow be aligned with someone or something, which is foreign to my
sense of who I am and whose I am. The hymn I printed here reminds me of
my true identity.
This reality, like the hymn suggests, this realization, this truth comes to me
in the silence. When I shut out the noise and listen in the stillness, God’s
promise and my baptismal identity are made more known to me.

In this next year many things will happen. Some things will be good and joyous and others not so much, of this we are certain. Yet my prayer is that we
may always claim our oneness with God. As the last verse of this hymn lifts
 We hope you are joining
up, we are free to love as God has loved us.
Pastor Ken for daily devotions, Monday through
Thursday mornings at
8am on his personal Facebook page (“Pastor
Ken Gibson”). It’s a nice
way to start your day!
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I am the word that leads all to freedom,
I am the peace the world cannot give.
I will call your name,
Embracing all your pain.
Stand up, now walk and live. (ELW 581 vs 4)

Happy New Year Everyone!

The church office will be CLOSED on Monday,
January 3rd in observance of the New Year Holiday.
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At the request of Wartburg Theological Seminary, we have been
asked to assist them in the placement of an Intern. Starting January 15th, Anthony Windau will be with us as our Intern.
We are excited to be a partner in this learning process for Anthony
and for us here at St. John’s. Watch for further details as we welcome him into our life together!
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Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the December 16, 2021
Church Council meeting.
 Council reviewed the Building Use/Covid-19 Restrictions. All
pews are now open. We ask you to spread out and use the entire sanctuary which includes using the pews at the front.
 The Council recognized and thanked the three members who
will be going off of Council at the end of January: Ed Bock, Melvette Jones, and Carol Wheeler.

Thank you to everyone who helped with
Christmas preparations at St. John’s. Our
worship services were filled with beauty and
As a congregation, we also
 The Executive Team notified Council that we will have a Wart- inspiration.
touched
the
lives
of many, many people beburg Theological Seminary student as an Intern beginning on
yond
our
walls
by
our gifts to Heritage Health
January 15th.
through the “Angel Tree” project, and our
 The Task Force made their decisions regarding final distributions other outreach ministries.
 Council approved the 2022 budget as recommended by the Finance Team.

for the year: $4,000 to Lutheran Refugee Services; $3,000 to
ELCA World Hunger; $3,259 to Lutheran Disaster Relief for the Pastor Ken & Yvonne and the entire St.
Kentucky Tornadoes; and $2,000 to PADS Homeless Shelter.
John’s staff gives thanks to all of you for the

cards, gifts and Christmas blessings so generously poured out during this holiday season!
We appreciate you and pray for God’s leadership and guidance for another wonderful new
We are grateful for your continued financial support, through year of ministry together!
Finance Report Year To Date thru November 2021:
Budgeted Income $337,900 Actual Income $323,750
Budgeted Expense $354,543 Actual Expense $322,329

your offerings in person, through the mail, and through automatic giving. We are blessed to have such a faithful St. John’s
family.
Hello from Lynette Piller,
St. John’s Youth Coordinator
My name is Lynette Piller and I’ll
be your new Youth Coordinator. A little about myself — I
grew up and graduated from
Hinckley-Big Rock High School in
2004. I’m happily married to my
best friend Nicholas for just over
11 years. We have three beautiful
children: Hunter 10, Brayden 8,
and Kennedy 6.
2022 is bringing new chapters to
my life. At the end of 2021, I’m
closing my door as a in-home daycare provider and finishing my
classes to become a teacher. With
hope and prayers, I’ll be a teacher
locally in the fall of 2022. In my
free time, I help Nick around the
farm, I love to run and be with my
kids. I look forward to being St. John’s new youth coordinator and
getting to know the congregation more.

Virtual Worship Information
As you may know, Facebook
recently “unpublished” our
page, and made it impossible
for us to share live worship
with you. We have started a
new Facebook page “St.
John’s Lutheran Church,
Mendota, IL” and ask you to join that new page.
For the time being, we are sharing worship via
our YouTube channel.
Simply go to
www.youtube.com and search for STJ LUTHERAN MENDOTA. You do not need to subscribe to
YouTube or our channel in order to watch the
worship services.
Of course, we invite everyone to join us in person
for worship Sunday mornings at 9am. A face
mask is recommended for non-vaccinated individuals while in the building. We also ask that everyone do their best to practice social distancing.
If you have concerns or health issues, are high
risk, or have been sick or around someone who
has tested positive for Covid-19, we strongly recommend you remain at home and watch online.

Wasmer Funeral Home has donated 2022 Calendars.
You may pick one up in the Narthex or in the church office.
Thank you to everyone who
participated in the Quilt Silent
Auction held in December.
Through the efforts of the talented quilting ladies who created
these beautiful quilts, and your
generous bids, nearly $1,700 was
donated to our St. John’s Youth.

Church Office Update
Susan Garner will be retiring from her
office administration position on January
15, 2022. She will be staying on one day a
week to handle all of the financial matters
of the church.
Until an administrative assistant is hired,
current staff will be taking on some additional responsibilities.

