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God’s continued blessings to the follow-

ing members of our congregation...  
 

75th+ Birthday  
 

  June 1      Annette Truckenbrod 

  June 6        Norma Peasley 

  June 16      Jon Dinges 

  June 21      Judy Kerns 

 

Happy Milestone and 50+ Anniversary! 
 

Leo & Connie Quick 

June 1st — 30 years 
 

Jeff & Lori Simonton 

June 8th — 30 years 
 

Tom & Judy Kerns 

June 19th — 56 years 
 

Dennis & Toni Piller 

June 20th — 51 years 
 

Brad & Michelle Wilhelm 

June 25th — 10 years 
 

Leon & Sandy Mosier 

June 27th — 51 years 

June Birthdays and 

Anniversaries 

Phone: 815-539-5626 
Pastor Ken’s email: pkgibson@stjohnsmendota.org 

Email: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: www.stjohnsmendota.org 

Find us on Facebook! 

Search for “St. John’s Lutheran 

Church” and join our page.   

St. John’s Youth will be providing 

Lunch in the Park on Friday, June 11th 

from 11am to 1:30pm.  Our young peo-

ple will be serving freshly grilled hot dogs, 

brats, hamburgers, and pork chop sand-

wiches along with chips, desserts, and 

drinks.  We hope you’ll mark your calen-

dars and plan to join us for lunch and fellowship… and 

bring your friends, neighbors, and coworkers!  The mon-

ies raised will help with the costs of mission trips and oth-

er youth activities.  In case of rain, we will offer drive-thru 

or carryout lunches at the church fellowship hall. 
 

We would welcome any donations of bottled water, 

iced tea, lemonade or soda; bagged ice; individually 

bagged assorted chips; and individually wrapped des-

serts such as bars, cookies, or brownies (homemade or 

store bought); or monetary donations to offset cost of 

buns and meat.  Volunteer and donation sign-up sheets 

are posted in the Narthex and church office.  

Please keep the following   
confirmation students in your 
prayers as they head to         
Lutherdale Bible Camp for a 
week starting on June 20th — 

Ella Coss, Dessa Komitas, Ella Martin, Gracie 
Politsch, Meredith Politsch, Joshua Shake-
speare, and Jillian Younger. 
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Special items of interest: 
 

 If you want Pastor Ken 

Gibson to know when 

you are hospitalized, 

please contact the church 

office.  Because of privacy 

laws, the hospital will not 

contact us.  
 

 St. John’s offers Electron-

ic Giving.  If you are in-

terested please contact 

Susan in the office.  You 

can also give online 

through the link on our 

website. 
 

 Worship in our Sanctu-

ary continues each Sun-

day morning at 9am.  If 

you are unable to attend, 

we hope you will join us for 

virtual worship on Face-

book Live. 
 

 We hope you are joining 

Pastor Ken for daily devo-

tions, Monday through 

Thursday mornings at 

8am on St. John’s Face-

book page.  It’s a nice way 

to start your day! 
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SUMMERTIME!  A TIME OF BEING TOGETHER. 
by Pastor Ken Gibson 

 

Well, here it is, JUNE and the start of summer.  Can you remember last sum-

mer?  Maybe not.  It was the summer that left us missing some of the things that 

are so special and so important to our sense of self.  How many family reunions 

were put on hold?  How many summertime events that have been part of your 

usual summer did you postpone?  I know I deeply missed the opportunity to go to 

camp with young people or to do a mission trip with youth, for such has been a 

part of my ministry since my internship year in 1992-93. 

 

It was in that year that I first attended Sky Ranch in Colorado with a great 

group of youth from my internship congregation.  Well, this summer these spe-

cial events are back in place.  We will be taking seven of our Confirmation youth 

to Lutherdale Bible camp in Elkhorn, WI on June 20-25.  It is a special week and 

is one that many of our youth have attested helped solidify their faith in so many 

ways.  In fact, studies show that it is at camp that a great number of our pastors 

first felt called to ministry.  So then, caution parents, I may be bringing back a 

future pastor.  

 

We will also be taking a group of twelve of our high school youth on a mission 

trip to Sky Ranch in Colorado on July 9-18.  Our Sky Ranch team will be assist-

ing in the rebuild of that camp which sustained significant fire damage in last 

year’s Colorado forest fires.  

 

So then, two of my favorite summertime happenings are actually going to hap-

pen.  Both of these events are going to happen because we planned for them to 

happen.   This point is critical and really the major point of my message this 

month.  We began to plan for these events almost immediately after my arrival 

here on October 1.  We did not know what the status of the pandemic would be 

and we did not know how many of our youth might be willing to attend either of 

these events.  But still we planned, and as such, we are prepared to go to these 

special spiritual events. 

 

So then, what are you planning to do this summer?  And what are we planning 

to do this fall when we start back up many of the ministries that we had put on 

hold during the pandemic?  Many of our ministry teams are working to get 

things in place for the fall.  I invite you to read about many of them in this 

month’s issue of The Eagle.  And I further invite you to PLAN TO BE A PART 

OF THE PLANNING and then plan to be a part of the ministry as we go forth.  

What an exciting time to be involved in our life together here at St. John’s!  Be-

fore we know it, we will be reading our August newsletter!  Let us not be caught 

asking ourselves what shall we do?  But rather, let it be said of us: “Look at all 

they are doing at St. John’s!”  
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Church Council Highlights 
 

The following are some highlights from the May 20, 2021 Church Council meeting. 
 

 Council reviewed the Building Use/Covid-19 Restrictions and made some revisions. Please review the insert for 
more details. Guidelines will be reviewed by Council monthly and updated as needed. 

 Council announced that they will  begin holding their monthly meetings in person.  The next meeting is scheduled 
for Wednesday, June 16th at 6:30pm. 

 Council approved scholarship award recommendations from the Scholarship Team. Award letters will be sent to 
students soon. 

 The Task Force reported that the MilesIntoSmiles challenge was going well and would likely meet its goal before 
the end of May. Please review the insert for more details. 

 Council approved resuming two worship services on Sunday mornings beginning on September 12th — worship 
at 8:30am & 10:45am; Sunday School at 9:30am. 

 In-person “All Teams Meeting” will occur quarterly.  The next meeting is August 5th at 7pm. 

 Each Team was asked to provide a brief update from the All Teams meeting held May 13th:  
       Outreach: the quilting group is meeting monthly on the fourth Tuesday 
       Educational Ministry: working on choosing curriculum; will be looking for Sunday School teachers 
       Youth Huddle: Lunch in the Park set for Friday, June 11th 
       Property: 2 of the 14 things they’re working on are sanctuary pew issues and stained glass window repair 
       Benevolence: will meet once per year 
       Memorial: will meet as needed 
       Scholarship: recommendations were made to Council for 2021-2022 awards; will meet once or twice a year 
 

Finance Report Year To Date thru April 2021: 
Budgeted Income $122,882      Actual Income $123,448 
Budgeted Expense $128,966      Actual Expense $122,855 
 

We are grateful for your continued financial support, through your offerings in person, through the mail, and 
through automatic giving.  We are blessed to have such a faithful St. John’s family. 

Congratulations to our Master’s Degree & Bachelor’s Degree Graduates! 

We hope that you and your family will plan to join us after 

worship on Sunday, June 13th for “Cones in the Courtyard!” 

Joy Gibson is the daughter of Pastor 
Ken Gibson.  She received her Mas-
ter’s Degree from Loyola University 
with Honors as a Critical Care Nurse 
Practitioner. 

Natalie Landgraf is the 
daughter of Mitch & Tam-
my Landgraf.  She received 
her Bachelor’s of Business 
from Western Illinois Uni-
versity.  Natalie was the 
College of Business & Tech-
nology Scholar, Depart-
ment Scholar, Summa Cum 
Laude.  She will complete 
her MBA this December. 

Melissa Wohrley is the daughter of Kevin & 
Melissa Wohrley.  She received her Bachelor’s 
of Science in Molecular Neuroscience with 
minors in Chemistry and Psychology from 
North Central College, Summa Cum Laude.  
She is working at Van Matre Rehabilitation 
Hospital and will attend Grad School in 2022. 
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St. John’s Youth News 
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others” 

Congratulations to our 2020 Confirmation Class who were 
(finally) confirmed during worship on Pentecost Sunday, May 
23rd.  Pictured are Haden Shakespeare, Jace Baird, Pastor Ken 
Gibson, Connor Bailey and Paul Bailey. 

Congratulations to our High School Graduates! 

Lauren Beetz is 
the daughter of 
Zach & Michelle 
Beetz. 

Christian 
Dean is the 
son of Jake 
Dean and 
Janelle 
Dean.  
Christian  
plans to join 
the Army 
this fall. 

Dylan Denault is the 
son of Bryan & Jamie 
Denault.  Dylan is 
currently working at 
Rustic Industrial, 
specializing in build-
ing reclaimed barn 
wood furniture. He 
plans to join an ap-
prenticeship pro-
gram to become a 
carpenter.  

Matthew 
Grenter is the 
son of Aaron 
Grenter and 
Stina Grenter. 

Shashawna Reger-
Kendall is the 
daughter of Duane 
& Dawn Kendall. 

Cole Zimmerman is the 
son of Curt & Laurie 
Zimmerman.  Cole plans 
to attend Daytona State 
College for two years 
before transferring to 
the University of Central 
Florida to major in mar-
keting/business. 

Congratulations to our 8th Grade Graduates —  
 

Ava Beetz, Ella Coss, Natalie Hanaman, Lauren Holland,  
Quin Holland, Kennedy Knaff, Dessa Komitas, Ella Martin, 
and Jillian Younger. 

St. John’s Scholarship Fund Recipients 
 

Scholarships in the amount of $29,000 were awarded 
to several young church members.  Congratulations 
to: 
 

Hannah Ambler (Northern Illinois University), Peyton 
Baird (St. Francis University), Katie Beetz (St. Ambrose 
University), Aaron Brandner (IVCC), Natalie Landgraf 
(Western Illinois University), Tim Miller (Augustana 
College), Abby Phalen (Augustana College), Jacquelynn 
Wendel (Valdosta State University), MiKayla Wilhelm 
(Southern Illinois University—Edwardsville), Katherine 
Wohrley (Northern Illinois University), and Cole Zim-
merman (Daytona State College). 
 

Our college students are also asked to please share 
an updated college residence address once they get 
settled in.  Addresses can be emailed to the office at 
laura@stjohnsmendota.org. 


