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Special items of interest:

Lent, Firing Up the Spirit, Using the “Choke”

 If you want Pastor Ken
Gibson to know when
you are hospitalized,
please contact the church
office. Because of privacy
laws, the hospital will not
contact us.

by Pastor Ken Gibson

 St. John’s offers Electronic Giving. If you are interested please contact
Susan in the office.

Sunday,
March 14th

 Worship in our Sanctuary continues each Sunday morning at 9am. If
you are unable to attend,
we hope you will join us for
virtual worship online via
Zoom, Facebook Live, or on
the St. John’s website.
(www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s Lutheran
Church” and join our page.

March Birthdays
and Anniversaries
God’s continued blessings to the following members of our congregation...
75th+ Birthday
Mar. 1
Mar. 4
Mar. 6
Mar. 10
Mar. 11
Mar. 12
Mar. 16
Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 20
Mar. 31

Gladys Brantner
William Simonton
Thomas Truckenbrod
Roger Anderson
Gary Sutton
JoAnn Kidd, Marlene Simonton
Joan DeWeerth
Marienne Daniels
Karyn Bock
Geraldine Sauer
Melanie Schroeder

Happy Milestone Anniversary!
Rick & Becky Lowers
March 21st — 40 years

We received a call recently from Carl Ambler
who asked us to share with the congregation
that he has retired from the City of Mendota after 26+ years of service. Congratulations, Carl!
We wish you a happy retirement full of new opportunities.

 We hope you are joining
Pastor Ken for daily devotions, Monday through
Thursday mornings at
8am on St. John’s Facebook page. It’s a nice way
to start your day!
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Every year when Lent comes into our Church year, I am motivated to try and capture
the spiritual disciplines that have long intrigued me, and in many ways, called me. I
have in the past taken retreats to monasteries and spent time in Abbeys and felt a
sense of wonder and warmth that I cannot deny. I love to go to an Abbey in rural Iowa
near Dubuque (New Mellary) and listen to the chanting of the monks. I contemplate
what life would be like there, and when I am in that very sacred place, I find a holiness that feeds my soul. I would welcome a group of us traveling to the New Mellary
Abbey sometime, as it is incredibly special. I genuinely love spending time there; it is
like a mini-Lenten experience that always rekindles my spirit.
So, what shall I/we do this Lent? How shall we capture a sense of the Holy? Why is it
important to capture such? In D. Martin Lloyd-Jones’ book, Preaching and Preachers,
I found a few paragraphs that speak to assist us in answering these questions. Martin
writes: “I have found nothing more important than to learn how to get oneself into that
frame and condition in which one can pray. You have to learn how to start yourself off,
and it is just here that this knowledge of yourself is so important… Get rid of coldness
that may have developed in your spirit. You have to learn how to kindle a flame in
your spirit, to warm yourself up, to give yourself a start. It is comparable, if you like,
to starting a car when it is cold. You have to learn how to use a “spiritual choke.”
Those of us who have been around older vehicles and machinery understand a “choke”
is used to assist in starting the vehicle or tractor or lawn mower, etc. It is often needed in colder weather or when the engine has not been running for some time.
So how is your spiritual engine? What spiritual practices are you considering this
Lent? What are the Lenten disciplines that you might use to get your spiritual engine
going strong? Sometimes, even after using the choke, we still might need to push the
vehicle or tractor forward and “pop the clutch” to turn the engine over and start it firing. This means we need help. I can think of no greater help than being with each
other, in whatever ways we can. That means either being in the pews or watching
online each Sunday in Lent and every Wednesday worship service we offer. In this
year’s Wednesday Lenten worship services, we will see our youth share in their learning Luther’s Small Catechism, the section on the ten commandments. I thank all of
the youth who will take part, as they jump start my spirit so very much.
Perhaps we can all consider this Lenten season as our “spiritual choke,” much like my
time in the monastery and our sanctuary time in worship is for my spirit. Let us each
find a way to kindle the flame of God this season, and in so doing, may we find a most
appropriate way of sharing in our life together. Yes, we will take some time set apart
for fasting, and prayer and acts of kindness, so let’s experience the love of God in our
mutual journeys. These Lenten disciplines will surely lead us to further mission and
ministry together for Christ. I hope to “see” you all soon, and by the way, it is okay to
need a “push.”
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Thrivent Financial Members

It’s Time to Order Easter Flowers

Please be sure that you have designated St.
John’s Lutheran Church, Mendota for your
2021 Choice Dollars before the end of March.
In 2020, we received $970.00 through the
Thrivent Choice Dollars Program. We thank
you for choosing St. John’s!

If you would like to purchase blooming
plants (Easter lily, geranium, cyclamen, begonia, tulips or kalanchoe) to help decorate
the sanctuary for Easter, please call or email
the church office. Plants are $11.00 each
and orders are due by Monday, March 15th.
As usual, we will indicate if the plant is given
“In Memory of”, “In Honor of”, or “In
Thanksgiving for” someone special and you will be invited
to take your plant home with you after worship on Easter
Sunday. Thank you in advance.

Also, don’t forget that Thrivent provides promotional resources and up to $250 in seed money to jump-start a fundraiser, educational event or service project. Members are eligible for up to two Thrivent Action Team grants per year.
Please speak to someone in the church office if you would like
help applying for a Thrivent grant.

Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the February 18, 2021 Church Council meeting.
 Council approved using Liturgical Setting 3 during Lent.
 The Seminary Intern Team will be comprised of Pastor Ken Gibson, Ken Ladenburger (chair), Richard Althaus and
Shirley Pierson.
 First Communion will be held for our second grade students on Palm Sunday, March 28th.
 The Council made the following Team assignments:
Ken Ladenburger
President, Task Force, Seminary Intern
Todd Zimmerlein
Vice President, Benevolence
Carol Wheeler
Treasurer, Finance
Roberta Wendel
Secretary, Youth Huddle, Task Force, Memorial
Ed Bock
Property
Dorothy Brandner
Youth Huddle, Memorial
Gary Duttlinger
Property
Melvette Jones
Educational Ministry, Outreach, Scholarship
Dawn Kendall
Youth Huddle
Finance Report Year To Date thru January 2021:
Budgeted Income $30,732
Actual Income $37,403
Budgeted Expense $32,290
Actual Expense $27,245
We are grateful for your continued financial support, through your offerings in person, through the mail, and
through automatic giving. We are blessed to have such a faithful St. John’s family.

“Virtual Worship” Information for March
The Zoom log-in information for our March worship services has been set so that the Meeting ID
and Passcode are the same for each week during March. This is not an error. We hope that it will
make it easier for those logging in to Zoom. The log-in information will also be emailed to you each
Saturday at noon.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353
Dial up: 1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
Passcode: 316316
You are also able to watch the worship services via Facebook Live even if you don’t have a Facebook account yourself. Search for St. John’s Lutheran Church Facebook page. Once you find us, simply scroll past
any invitations to create a Facebook page and you’ll see the Facebook Live video.
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St. John’s Youth News
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”
Last year’s 8th grade confirmation class will be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, May 23,
2021. More information will be shared with those students & their families as the date approaches.
Confirmation Classes Continue

Confirmation Camp at Lutherdale

Confirmation classes for our 7th and 8th grade
students continue to meet weekly on Sunday
mornings at 10am. We will follow the lead of
Mendota elementary school district #289 — if
school is meeting in-person, our Confirmation
classes will also be held in-person with class offered virtually
on Zoom for any students who may be quarantined or who
are remote-learners. Masks will be required and social distancing will be practiced. If district #289 classes are being
conducted only via remote-learning, we will hold class on
Zoom only. An email containing the login information will be
sent to all confirmation students and families on Thursday
prior to class.

Seven young people from our congregation are looking forward to a
week at Confirmation Camp at
Lutherdale Bible Camp this summer!! Ella Coss, Dessa Komitas,
Ella Martin, Gracie Politsch, Meredith Politsch,
Joshua Shakespeare, and Jillian Younger will be
travelling to Elkhorn, Wisconsin the week of June
20th to 25th along with Pastor Ken (and Bob).
Details will be coming out in the May newsletter on
how you might support them as they spend an
awesome week at camp!

Confirmation Students — We hope you have been participating in our Sunday
morning worship services, whether in person or via Facebook. Don’t forget to turn in
your Worship Notes each week at Confirmation class. If you are a remote-learner or
are quarantined, you can mail (or email) them to the church office. Because our worship services are all available on Facebook, you should be able to watch it at some
point during the week if you are unable to watch it live on Sunday mornings. If you
need the Worship Notes form re-sent to you, just call or email the church office. Extra copies are also available during Confirmation class. Though we have consistently received Worship Notes from a few students, we are missing a
substantial amount. Please complete your notes and turn them in asap. Thanks!

Mission Trip to Sky Ranch

First Communion for Our Second Graders

High School & 8th grade students
who are planning to participate in
the mission trip to Sky Ranch Lutheran Camp in Colorado are reminded to turn
their $50 deposit in to the church office by Monday, March 1st. If you need financial assistance for
the deposit, please speak to Pastor Ken in private.
Scholarship arrangements are available.

Pastor Ken will offer First Communion instruction for our current second graders (and any older students who haven’t already received communion) on Saturday, March 20, 2021.
The students and a parent will be invited to meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30am where they will learn about communion, make the bread to be used for their First Communion,
and share a meal together. First Communion will take place
during worship on Palm Sunday, March 28th at 9am.

St. John’s Scholarships
St. John’s has a Scholarship program to help the youth of our congregation finance their education at
a school of higher learning. College Scholarship Applications are now available in the church office
and on the Information Booth. If you would like an application emailed to you, please contact the
church office. Completed forms must be returned to the office no later than April 15, 2021.

