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Shirley Roloff
June Pollex
Charles Betz
Phyllis Hitchins
Joyce Hoelzer
Marilyn Schaller
Robert Meinhardt
Delphine Dalton
Ruth Wedemeyer
Nov. 22 Dorothy Ladenburger
Nov. 27 Donna Hasse
Barbara Zinke
Nov. 29 Betty Dufour

Congratulations!
Tim & Carole Eich
November 17th — 40 years
Wilbert & Carol Kerchner
November 27th — 64 years

The Divine Hunter

 We hope you will join us
for worship!
Saturday worship - 5pm
Sunday worship - 9am
Fellowship - 10am
Sunday School - 10:10am
to 11:10am

Before I begin my last newsletter reflections as your interim pastor [Laurie thought I should
just write in big letters, “I’m outa here!”], let me offer a heart-felt thank you to everyone. Your
love, acceptance and cooperation has made this a most enjoyable experience for me, and I am
indeed grateful. This is my last interim assignment, and I’m going to actually stay retired
when I leave St. John’s. Know that my thoughts and prayers will be with you as you continue
your search for a new pastor who will lead you in mission. Now, on with my final musings!

 St. John’s offers Electronic
Giving. If you are interested please contact Susan in
the office.

November Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Special Days, Upcoming Events

Nov. 2
Nov. 4
Nov. 6
Nov. 8
Nov. 9
Nov. 12
Nov. 14
Nov. 15

Special items of interest:

hospital does not
contact the church when
you are hospitalized.
Please have a family member call the office and we
will arrange to have Pastor
Kim Lee-Brown contact you.

Search for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church” and
join our page.

75th+ Birthday

November 2018

 The

Find us on Facebook!

God’s blessings to...

Volume 48, Issue 11

 Volunteers are needed in
November to host Fellowship Time.
Sign up in
Kitchen.

Upcoming Events
November
1 All Teams meeting at 7pm
4 Pastor Jeff Chubb’s last Sunday —
Reception following worship
10 No Chapel worship
11 Commitment Sunday
15 Church Council meeting at 6:30pm
22 Office Closed — Thanksgiving Day
24 No Chapel worship
29 Newsletter Assembly at 10:30am
December
2 Youth-sponsored Spaghetti Supper
6 All Teams meeting at 7pm
16 Sunday School Christmas Program
during 9am worship
20 Church Council meeting at 6:30pm
24 Christmas Eve worship at 7pm
25 Office Closed — Christmas Day
29 No Chapel worship
31 Office Closed — New Year’s Eve
January
1 Office Closed — New Year’s Day
17 Church Council meeting at 6:30pm
27 Congregational Annual Meeting

Don’t

forget
to
“FALL BACK” before
going to bed on Saturday, NOVEMBER
3rd.
Set your
clocks back one
hour as daylight
savings time comes
to an end.

 It’s that time of year to
order Poinsettias to decorate the church during the
Christmas Season. The cost
is $10.00 and orders must
be received in the church
office by December 3rd.
Order forms will be available soon.
 The 2019 Offering Envelopes are available in the
Fellowship Hall.
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by Pastor Jeff Chubb

Last week one of our dogs stuck his nose in my face at 5am, which I knew to be the signal that
he needed to go outside. After stumbling down the stairs and opening the back door to let him
out, I looked up and saw in the pitch black sky the constellation Orion, bright as could be. It
took my breath away! Instead of shutting the door, I stepped outside and gazed in amazement and wonder for about five minutes.
As I pondered the immensity of the universe and my apparent insignificance, the words of
Psalm 8 began to creep into my mind: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens…When I look at your heavens, the work of
your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that
you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than the angels, and crowned them with glory and honor. You have given them dominion
over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet…” We are not insignificant—none of us is! “Made a little lower than the angels,” is how the psalmist put it. How
important each of us is to the God of all creation!
Now I don’t know a lot about constellations, but I do remember a little bit about Orion. In
Greek mythology, Orion is “The Great Hunter.” You really can’t see much of an outline when
gazing at the stars [the Greeks must have had a better imagination than we have today!], but
Orion has a club raised in his right hand with a lion skin in his left., holding it out as you
would a shield. Of our many images of God, there is one that Orion reminded me of that is not
all that familiar to most of us—the image of the “Divine Hunter.” God, in Jesus Christ, has
come looking for us, not with club and lion skin, but with a raised cross in one hand, and the
shield of Christ’s righteousness in the other, which he held out to us in our baptisms.
Just in case we don’t believe the psalm writer concerning how significant we really are in
God’s grand plan, remember Orion, the “Great Hunter”— then think about how the God we
know in Christ Jesus is the greatest hunter of all. He has hunted us down, made us his own,
and promised us his entire kingdom. This thanksgiving as we celebrate the many blessings
God has showered upon us, let us remember to celebrate this one as well.

The office has been working to secure pulpit supply to lead Sunday morning worship for the period of time after Pastor Chubb’s
last day and until we have a new called pastor. We are excited to
welcome some “old friends” back to St. John’s!
November 11 and 18 — Rev. David Ufkes
November 25, December 2 and 9 — Rev. Bob Hillenbrand
December 16 — Sunday School Christmas Program
December 23 — to be announced
December 24 — Rev. Susan Presley
December 30 — to be announced
Rev. Susan Presley and Rev. Kim Lee-Brown will continue to lead worship on Saturday evenings.
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All Saints Sunday — November 3rd & 4th
Scripture speaks of grief and its heavy
toll on those who have suffered loss.
More frequently, however, in the New
Testament we read about the “joy that
comes in the morning”. That Joy comes when we lift our
faith to remember the Resurrection and the Victory won
by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. During worship on
November 3rd & 4th, we will remember in thanksgiving
the saints who have gone before us, those who this past
year have joined the Church Triumphant. We remember: Florence Ayers, Ralph Boelk, Patricia Despain, Bernice Eich, Don Engels, Alberta Goebel, June Martens,
Earl Mathesius, Irene Mealey, Robert Politsch, Donald
Pollex, Bernard Rockwood, Edith Silfies, Vade Wehmeyer, Tom Westrick, and Linda (Garner) Wilson.

V O LU M E 4 8 , I S S U E 1 1

The following are some highlights from the October 18,
2018 Church Council meeting.
 Carol Alcorn from the PADS homeless shelter will join
us at our Generosity Sunday meal on October 28th to
accept the donations being made to the shelter;
 There will be NO Chapel service on Saturday, November 24th;
 Council voted to hold ONE service on Christmas Eve
at 7pm with Pastor Susan Presley presiding.
Finance Report Year To Date thru September 2018:
Budgeted Income $263,845 Actual Income $239,922

Giving in Generosity

Are you a Fan or a Follower of Jesus? Do you know the difference?
Come enjoy the weekly videos with
thought-provoking discussions about
being a fan or a follower. Beginning
on Sunday, November 11th, we will meet in the north Fellowship Hall following worship. We invite you to pick up a
cup of coffee and join us!

Join us on Sunday, November 11th for
“Celebration & Commitment Sunday”.
At this service we will celebrate God’s
generosity and indicate how we will
generously share our gifts in response
to God’s grace. Time, Talent & Giving forms have
been mailed to homes. Please bring your completed forms with you to worship on November 11th.
Additional forms can be found in the church office.

On Saturday, October 20th, over 100 people gathered in our Fellowship Hall to pack 52,000 meals for Kids
Against Hunger. We learned that these meals will be headed to Florida for those impacted by Hurricane Michael.
Thank you to everyone who helped with set up, packing, and clean up. Your hard work is very much appreciated!

S T . J O HN’ S E A G LE
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St. John’s Youth News

Church Council Highlights

Budgeted Expense $283,942 Actual Expense $261,713
Everyone is invited to attend the
Behind Budget on Regular Offerings by -$23,259
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve worship
to be held at First United Methodist Special Offerings: $1,165 (Hurricane Relief)
Church on Wednesday, November
21st at 7pm. Hope to see you there!
FIRST, WE GIVE OF OURSELVES:

“Not A Fan” Adult Study begins November 11th

V O LU M E 4 8 , I S S U E 1 1

“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”
Our annual Spaghetti Dinner will
be held on Sunday, December
2nd from 4:30pm to 7pm. We
will be serving you a delicious
dinner of spaghetti with meat
sauce, breadsticks, salad, and dessert. Our junior
high and high school students are looking forward to
serving you at your table again this year. Please invite your family and friends to join you for this
freewill offering meal. All proceeds will go to support the 2019 Mission Trips and other youth activities.

Students — Information will be shared with you very
soon regarding how you and your family can help with
this terrific and tasty event. (Food donations, kitchen prep, serving, clean-up, etc.)

High School Students
Please mark your calendars now
for these upcoming events:


December 2nd — Spaghetti Supper;



January 5th — Prepare & serve the evening meal
at PADS Homeless Shelter;



February 2nd — Super Bowl Pizza Assembly &
delivery; Prepare & serve the evening meal at
PADS Homeless Shelter;



February 10th — Relay for Life of the Upper Illinois Valley March to a Million Textathon;



March 5th — Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper.

Information will be sent out with more details for
each of these events as the dates approach.

It’s Time to Start Thinking
About Joining the 2019 High
School Mission Trip Team!
All current 8th graders through high school students
and their parents are invited to join us at an informational meeting in the Disciples’ Den following Sunday
School on November 4th (approx. 11:15am). We will
discuss the site options for 2019 — St. Louis, MO;
Nashville, TN; or Indianapolis, IN — and also answer
any questions you might have. We ask everyone to
cast their vote by Wednesday, November 7th.
(Voting for a site does not obligate you to participate
in the trip.)
All students participating in the High School mission
trip are asked to contribute $100 toward the cost of
the trip. The first $50 installment (which indicates
your commitment to the trip) is due on or before Sunday, December 2nd. The final $50 installment will be
due on or before Sunday, June 16th. If financial concerns might prevent you from attending, please speak
with Karen Goy. Scholarships are available.
YouthWorks requires a signed contract from our
group. And, we are responsible for all costs after our
contract is made with YouthWorks. We will sign this
contract on December 20th. If, for any reason, your
reservation needs to be cancelled, it is your responsibility to reimburse St. John’s for the full YouthWorks
fee. (Your deposit will be used towards this amount.)
Please add the YouthWorks staff and mission teams
to your prayer list as they prepare their hearts to
hear God’s call for Summer 2019.

Our High School Sunday School class will be assembling “care packages” for our College
Students during class on Sunday, November 25th. We invite the congregation to participate
with us. If you would like to include a card or note of encouragement for one (or more) of our
students, please drop it off in the office. The following is a list of our college students: Grace

Brandner, Lukas Brandner, Kianne Brown (Army), Amy Devitt, Jared Fritz, Joey Meyer, Natalie
Landgraf, Gabbi Peasley, Cameron Schumacher, Paige Simonton, Brock Sutton, Gillian Sutton,
Jacquelynn Wendel, MiKayla Wilhelm, Bethany Wohrley, Melissa Wohrley, Mark Zimmerman,
and Maria Bonine (Seminary). If we have omitted anyone, please call the office.

