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September Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Special Days, Upcoming Events

Jean Schwingle
Earl Mathesius
Dale Fischer
Robert Politsch
Linda Jordal
Richard Althaus

Happy 50+ Anniversary!
Jan & Judy Schuster
September 1st — 55 years
Gary & Mary Kay Sutton
September 4th — 52 years

Congratulations!
Rex & Kris Blunk
September 22nd — 45 years
Andrew & Charnelle Fara
September 22nd — 5 years

**Sunday School Rally Day Information**

 Volunteers are needed in
September to host Fellowship Time. Sign up in the
Kitchen.

Search for “St. John’s
Lutheran Church” and
join our page.

Sept. 4
Sept. 5
Sept. 10
Sept. 18
Sept. 28
Sept. 29

Special items of interest:

 The hospital does not
contact Pastor Lepp or
the church when you are
hospitalized. Please have
a family member contact us.

Find us on Facebook!

75th+ Birthday

September 2017

 We hope you will join us
for worship!
Saturday worship at 5pm
Sunday worship at 9am
Fellowship 10am
Sunday School 10:10am

Thank you to Justin
Donovan for his work
in landscaping the
St. John’s Lutheran
Cemetery sign area
for his Eagle Scout
Project.

God’s continued blessings to the
following members of our congregation...

Volume 47, Issue 8

Upcoming Events
September
4 Office Closed—Labor Day
5 Stonecroft worship at 11am
5 Mendota Lutheran Home worship at 3pm
7 Sarah Circle at 1pm
7 Executive Board mtg. at 6:30pm
7 All Teams mtg. at 7pm
9 “Mission: Mendota” work day 9am - 3pm
10 Sunday School Rally Day
11 Rebecca Circle at 7pm
12 Stonecroft worship at 11am
16/17 Bibles given to 3rd & 7th graders
16/17 SS Teacher Installation during worship
19 Stonecroft worship at 11am
21 Church Council mtg. at 6:30pm
23/24 Rev. Amy Fallon preaching
23/24 Blessing of Quilts and School Kits
25 Newsletter Deadline
26 Mission Quilt Day at 9am
26 “ReMarkAble Conversations with the
Bishop” event here at 6:15pm
27 Newsletter Assembly at 10:30am
30/1 Stewardship Kick-off

Join us for “Re-Mark-Able
Conversations with the
Bishop”
We are a RE-synod!
We are MARKed with the cross
of Christ.
We are ABLE to faithfully forge
ahead in the name of Jesus.
As we move toward REvitalizing, REforming and REnewing,
Bishop Jeff Clements and the
synod staff invite you to an
evening of conversation. We
want to hear what you’re experiencing right now and with what
you are experimenting. The
guided conversation will allow
congregations of each conference
to hear more of what others are
doing, too. ALL are invited –
young and old; rostered ministers and congregational members; long-term members and
brand-new members.
Please join Bishop Clements
here at St. John’s on Tuesday,
September 26th for a light supper at 6:15pm and devotions
and conversation at 7pm.

The 2017-2018 Sunday School year resumes on
Sunday, September 10th at 10:10am with special Rally Day activities! This is also “God’s Work,
Our Hands” Sunday throughout the ELCA. On this
day, you are encouraged to visit your child’s classroom and then the whole family can participate in
the Rally Day/God’s Work, Our Hands activities
that will take place in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 10:30am. In the continuing spirit of Mission: Mendota, our 3year old Preschoolers through 6th graders will travel station-to-station to put a painted
handprint on a garbage can for the community, and visit other game stations as well
as a refreshment station. Our high school students will be assisting with the stations.

 Parents with infants or
small children are welcome to use the Nursery or
the Cry Room (near the
Women’s restroom in the
narthex) during Sunday
services. TV monitors are
provided in both locations so
you may view the service.
Please ask an usher for assistance.

The Confirmation class will meet in the Disciple’s Den at 10:10am and walk to Apple
Orchard Park to weed and mulch around the play equipment. Students should wear
clothes and shoes appropriate for our outdoor work, and bring gloves and a rake (if
you have one) to spread the mulch. We will return to St. John’s at 11:10am.

 Rev. Amy Fallon, pastor
at Grace Place campus
ministry at Northern Illinois University will be
preaching at St. John’s on
Saturday, September 23rd
and Sunday, September
24th. We hope you will join
us and learn more about the
ministry at NIU.

It’s not too late for you and your family to sign-up
for Mission: Mendota! On Saturday, September 9th,
we are rolling up our sleeves and pitching in to help with
a variety of projects including:

Inside this issue:
Adult Ed. Opportunities
Thank You from the Bonines
God’s Work t-shirts available

There will be two shifts – 9am to noon and noon to 3pm. The selected activities are
intended to be intergenerational, so our hope is that entire families or friendship
2
groups will sign up. However, we know some projects, such as the parks clean-up,
2 will lend themselves better to our children.
2

Youth News

3

Conversation with the Bishop

 Painting at the Mendota Swimming Pool;
 Painting the dugouts and small 2-story building at the
baseball fields behind Sullivan’s (near Purple Park);
 Clean-up of local parks;
 Planting annuals at the Mendota Swimming Pool;
 Decorating new garbage cans for the city; and
 Painting the dining hall at the Mendota Lutheran Home.

2

Quilt In-Gathering Information

Birthdays & Anniversaries

PARENTS: Please plan to attend Sunday School with your child/children on Rally Day, September 10th at 10:10am. What a great way to kick off another Sunday
School year!

There will be sign-up sheets so we know how many projects we can commit to, and
how many materials we will need. Watch for the clipboards at church, or you may
4 call the church office to sign up by August 27th. Let’s make this an amazing event!
4 Note: The rain date for outside activities will be September 23rd.
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Adult Education Opportunities
Women of all ages are invited to join
Soul Sisters as they meet for study and
conversation in the Luther Lounge following Fellowship Time each Sunday,
starting on Sunday, September 17th.
A newly forming Adult Education class
studying exciting and varied topics will
begin meeting on Sunday, October 1st in
the north end of the Fellowship Hall.
Please watch your bulletin and the October Eagle for more details.
We extend our Christian sympathy to the family of Charlotte
Ziebarth who passed away on Sunday morning, August 6th
after complications following open-heart surgery. Your
cards, prayers, and expressions of concern are the Ways
that God can send His comfort to Charlotte’s family and
friends. Cards can be sent to: Rev. Lloyd Ziebarth, 15272
Merry Lane, Millersburg, MI 49759.
We have ordered
a limited number
of “God’s Work.
Our Hands.” tshirts in various
adult sizes. They
are available for
purchase in the office for $8.00
each. These are the same shirts
that many of you received a couple
years ago. You are encouraged to
wear them for the Mission: Mendota
event on September 9th.

V O LU M E 4 7 , I S S U E 8

V O LU M E 4 7 , I S S U E 8
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St. John’s Youth News

Dear friends in faith,
We are deeply humbled and
overwhelmed with the abundant blessings showered upon
us this past Sunday. I can’t
think of any better way to have
celebrated the 17th Anniversary
of my baptism than to have
been affirmed in my calling to
Ordained Ministry through
your words of encouragement,
expressions of thanks, hugs, tears, prayers and generous
gifts (Seminary students do live on Starbucks and take
out)! We have grown together in faith through service,
study, prayer and many fun times. It has brought us such
joy to share many miles, milestones and memories together. Thank you for blessing our lives abundantly. We hold
our St. John’s faith community in our daily prayers and
thank you in advance for yours. There are no good-byes
for we are forever united together in Christ.
~Maria & Brent Bonine

Have
you We had many students and teachers particibeen thinking pate in the Backpack Blessing on August
about joining 19th and 20th. Each of them received a tag
the choir or praise band? The
to attach to
choir meets for practice on
their
backWednesdays at 6pm. The
pack.
The
praise band rehearses on
verse on the
Wednesday evenings at
back reads:
7pm. If you would like more
information, please speak to
Delle Vercimak or James
Seek God’s will in all you do,
Younger. We hope to have
and He will show you which paths to take.
you join us!
Proverbs 3:6

2017 Quilt In-Gathering for Lutheran World Relief
On September 23rd and 24th, we will celebrate our annual Quilt In-Gathering. Over 100 quilts will be displayed on the pews in the Chapel and Sanctuary. The quilts are the handiwork of countless hours of work
performed by many dedicated women throughout the year. Their diligent work has resulted in assembling
these quilts for Lutheran World Relief (LWR).
In addition, the sewing group has expanded their outreach to include providing
quilts and fleece blankets to the PADS homeless shelter in Peru. Quilts and blankets are also given to the Another Child Foundation in Princeton for the Romanian
orphans they support. We continue to make walker bags available for the residents at Heritage Health, Mendota Lutheran Home, and Stonecroft. There is a
basket of walker bags on a table in the Narthex, and you are welcome to take one
for anyone you know who would like to have one.
Your continuing support of our mission work is greatly appreciated. God's Work,
Our Hands at St. John's!
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“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”
Confirmation Class News...

High School Class News...

Confirmation Classes will resume with
Rally Day on Sunday, September 10th
at 10:10am.
7th and 8th graders
should plan to sign-in at the table in
the north Fellowship Hall (as usual)
and meet in the Disciples’ Den. Your class will be
walking to Apple Orchard Park to weed and spread
mulch around the play equipment as part of Mission:
Mendota. We will meet in the Disciples’ Den at
10:10am and leave from there. Be sure to wear
clothes and shoes appropriate for our outdoor work.
Also, bring gloves and a rake (if you have one) for
spreading the mulch. We will return to church for
dismissal at 11:10am. Please be sure to return your
signed permission slip for this activity.

We are putting together a Team to lead High School
Sunday School this year, and we are excited that
Dean & Shylah Ward will be part of that Team. We
are looking forward to everyone having another great
year in "The Upper Room".

On Sunday, September 17th, we will meet in the Disciples’ Den at 10:10am for class. Parents are asked
to join the class for “Confirmation Orientation.” We
will be discussing class expectations, service opportunities, and upcoming activities.
Our 7th graders will receive their Confirmation
study Bibles during worship on Saturday, September
16th or Sunday, September 17th. More information
will be sent home with students as the date approaches.
Acolyte training and fitting for albs will be held during class on Sunday, September 24th. It is very important that our 7th and 8th graders make every
effort to attend this training session. Once trained,
our 7th graders will be scheduled to acolyte during
Sunday worship.
Save the date! We will spend
Saturday, October 14th at a
retreat to Lutheran Outdoor
Ministry Center (LOMC) near
Oregon, IL. As part of the day, we will go zip-lining!
Put this on your calendar now. You won’t want to
miss out on the fun!

High School Sunday School class resumes on Rally
Day, Sunday, September 10th at 10:10am. Please
sign-in at the table in the north Fellowship Hall. On
Rally Day, the high school class will be assisting with
the activities in the Fellowship Hall. Thank you in advance for your help!
There will be an Informational Meeting with Pastor
Janet for high school students and their parents on
Sunday, September 17th after Sunday School
(approx. 11:15am). We will meet in the high school
classroom.

Parents of Junior High
and High School Students
Your help will be needed more than
ever as we move forward with the
various youth fundraisers that
support the many activities and
service opportunities available for our youth. Maria
was the driving force behind these fundraisers, and
we want to be able to continue sending our youth to
camps and on mission trips. Therefore, we will hold
the annual Spaghetti Dinner on Sunday, December
3rd; make and deliver Super Bowl Pizzas on Saturday,
February 3rd; and serve the annual Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday, February 13th. We ask that
you put these events on your calendars now and
please be as willing as possible to help out so these
fundraisers continue to be successful. Everyone is

also invited to join the Youth Huddle at All Teams
meeting night, Thursday, September 7th at 7pm.

Our 3rd grade students will be receiving
their Bibles during worship on September
16th and 17th. Watch your mailbox for
more information about this special day.

