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From the Pastor … In this time of transition …
Special items
of interest:

~ Updated Address ~
Haleigh Wendel has completed Navy boot camp
and is now undergoing further training toward
becoming a Cryptologic Technician (CTR). She
would love to hear from you! Her new mailing
address is:

After over 30 months of uncertainty, St. John’s will receive a new
pastor soon. Exact dates for the transition are to be determined, but my
The hospital does not last days with you will probably be the end of September.
contact
the
church
when you are hospitalized. Please have a family
member contact us.

Wendel, Haleigh, E.
440 Roberts Avenue
PMB #1939
Pensacola, FL 32511

The church office will
be CLOSED on Monday,
September 6th in observance of the Labor Day
holiday.

Find us on Facebook!
Search for “St. John’s Lutheran
Church” and join our page.

St. John’s offers Electronic Giving. If you are interested please contact
Susan in the office.

September Birthdays
and Anniversaries

I know you will be as supportive loving toward the new pastoral
family as you were to us. I will do whatever I can to make the transition
easy for everyone. By God’s grace and in the power of the Spirit I expect
Worship in our Sanctuto hear great things about St. John’s as you go forward.
ary has been suspend-

God’s continued blessings to the following
members of our congregation...

ed. We will continue to
meet “virtually” each
Sunday morning at 9am
via Zoom, Facebook
Live, and our website

75th+ Birthday
Sept. 4 Jean Schwingle
Sept. 13 Jean Carnahan
Sept. 29 Richard Althaus

(www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Happy 50+ Anniversary Wishes!

Gary & Mary Kay Sutton
September 4th — 55 years

As we begin another school year, we ask for God’s
blessing on our teachers, students, and families. This
school year may not look like any other year we have
experienced, but with God’s help, we know we will get
through it!

~ Steve Mindrup

Special Congregational Meeting
The voting members of St. John’s congregation met
via Zoom on Sunday, August 30th and voted unanimously to extend a Letter of Call to Pastor Ken Gibson. His tentative start date is October 1, 2020.

Inside this issue:

Jan & Judy Schuster
September 1st — 58 years

I hope that you all know how much Kelley and I have enjoyed our
time with you. Fourteen months have passed very quickly. We have felt
like members of the family from the very beginning. My only regret is
how the COVID precautions have got in the way of our fellowship. On
Sundays, presiding in an empty church, I have done my best to imagine
you gathered around your computer screens, praying and singing along
with me and our musicians and readers.
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Pastor Ken, his wife Yvonne, and their dog Bob will be moving into the
parsonage later this month. They are coming to us after serving at
Grace Lutheran Church in Woodstock, IL. More information about
Pastor Ken and Yvonne will be shared with everyone in the October
Eagle newsletter.
We are very excited to welcome them into our St. John’s family!
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Church Council Highlights
The following are some highlights from the August 20,
2020 Church Council meeting.
 Pastor Steve reported that Confirmation of the five eligible students will be postponed until a later date when
we can hold it “in person.”
 The Task Force is distributing half of its annual funds:
$4,000 to ELCA World Hunger, $2,000 to the Mendota
Area Christian Food Pantry, $2,000 to PADS Homeless
Shelter, and $2,000 to the St. John’s Good Samaritan to
help during this Covid-19 crisis. They hope to have an
activity before the end of the year.
 The Council reported that virtual worship will continue
and that resuming in-person worship will be discussed
at the next Executive Team meeting.
 Sunday School classes remain on hold at this time.
Finance Report Year To Date thru July 2020:
Budgeted Income $205,720 Actual Income $179,892
Budgeted Expense $213,555 Actual Expense $179,813
We are grateful for your continued financial support,
through your offerings in person, through the mail, and
through automatic giving. We are blessed to have such a
faithful St. John’s family.
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“Virtual Worship”
Information for September
The Zoom log-in information for
our September worship services
have been set so that the Meeting ID and Passcode are the same
for each week during September.
This is not an error. We hope that
it will make it easier for those logging in to Zoom.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8191024353?
pwd=YlA5TU1MNVJ5bDFzMXZ2b0VnNkpUQT09
Dial up: 1 312 626 6799
Meeting ID: 819 102 4353
Passcode: 316316
The log-in information will also be emailed to
you each Saturday at noon.
You are also able to
watch the worship services via Facebook Live
even if you don’t have a
Facebook account. Using
your web browser, search for St. John’s Lutheran
Church Facebook page. Once you find us,
simply scroll past any invitations to create a Facebook page and you’ll see the Facebook Live
video.
Worship will also continue to be shared on our
website (www.stjohnsmendota.org).

Sunday Scriptures for September
September 6th: The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11 Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20
September 13th: The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21 Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 18:21-35
September 20th: The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jonah 3:10-4:11 Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16
September 27th: The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32

“A Transition Out of the Holding Tank”
The last information I provided for the Eagle, I shared about being in “the holding
tank.” Well, I still find myself there. However, this time I have a clear sense of when
and where I will venture to next. I have been in conversation with a STAR (small town
and rural) congregation since my initial interview with them in April. It was obvious to
the call committee, and to me, that we were a great match. This was a sigh of relief for
me, as I had already decided (in my mind) that the location of this congregation was too
far “from home.” After a visit to Altamont in May and a return visit in August, I felt we
could make Altamont our new faith community and home.
(continued on page 3)
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St. John’s Youth News
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others”
~ Sunday School Information ~
If this were a “normal” year, we would be kicking-off our Sunday School year this month. But, it
seems that nothing is normal right now. Since we are still unable to meet for worship in the
Sanctuary, we will not be able to hold any Sunday School classes at this time. We will keep you
informed as time goes by and as decisions are made regarding Sunday School and Confirmation
classes. Thank you for your patience!

Operation: St. John’s Cares!!
On August 3rd, we had a masked & gloved crew safely meet in
our courtyard (while social distancing) to put "Operation: St.
John's Cares!!" into action. Lots of care packages were assembled for the residents and the staff of Heritage Health. Thank
you to Gracie, Garrett, Cole, Karen, Aimee, and Sophie for
your work. A HUGE THANK YOU!! goes to everyone who donated items to our effort. We couldn't have done it without all
of the very generous support we received from you! We delivered 25+ cases of water, snacks, treats, and candy for staff, and
gift bags for residents that consisted of magazines, adult coloring books, colored pencils, puzzle books, pens, and a craft.
Please keep the residents and staff of Heritage in your prayers.

“A Transition Out of the Holding Tank”

(continued from page 2)

It brings me great joy to share that after a unanimous vote on August 23rd, I have accepted a call to
begin my ministry as pastor at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, in Altamont, IL. As a first call
pastor, I will first need to be ordained before I start at St. Paul’s. I am excited to announce that ordination is slated to take place in Mendota, at St. John’s, most likely in mid-October. What does this mean?
(borrowing this line from Martin Luther
). This means that with Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines this event will not be what any of us had hoped it would be. However, being in Mendota also
means that on ordination day I will be closely surrounded by the community that has raised me up to
be a leader and servant in the church. Details will be shared as plans are being made with Bishop John
Roth of Central-Southern Illinois Synod, to which I am now a part of.
In the meantime, I have begun to pack with a tentative move date of Sept. 26th. (How many boxes of
books can a pastor have? If you have boxes to share, I will take them!) Brent has submitted his transfer paperwork with the State of Illinois Department of Corrections (there are four facilities within decent driving distance of Altamont). I have been riding the waves of grief that come in times of transition, tears of sadness and joy combined in big bouts of hope. Brent and I marvel at how God has
blessed us through a wonderful faith community; your prayers and support have sustained us all along
this journey. We are forever grateful for your love and faithfulness to our family.
Thank you for being a part of this journey of discipleship with us! We love you dearly and will miss you
all immensely. As the days ahead unfold, we trust that God will continue to guide, direct, and bless us
no matter the distance we travel.
God’s Blessings and love,
Maria and Brent Bonine

