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ST.  JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  

God’s continued blessings to the follow-

ing members of our congregation...  
 

75th+ Birthday  
 

Sept. 4    Jean Schwingle 

Sept. 13  Jean Carnahan 

Sept. 29  Richard Althaus 

 

 

Happy 50+ Anniversary and 

Milestone Anniversary Wishes! 
 

Jan & Judy Schuster 

September 1st — 59 years 
 

Gary & Mary Kay Sutton 

September 4th — 56 years 
 

Steve & Sue Florschuetz 

September 18th — 45 years 

September Birthdays 

and Anniversaries 

Phone: 815-539-5626 
Pastor Ken’s email: pkgibson@stjohnsmendota.org 

Email: office@stjohnsmendota.org 
Website: www.stjohnsmendota.org 

Find us on Facebook! 

Search for “St. John’s Lutheran 

Church” and join our page.   

Thank you to Rev. Marilyn Hanson, Rev. Gary   

Erickson, and Bishop Jeffrey Clements for joining 

us for the (much delayed) Installation of Pastor 

Ken Gibson.  It was a beautiful service! 

St. John’s Church Council did not meet 
in August. 

 
The next Council meeting is scheduled for 

Thursday, September 16th. 
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Special items of interest: 
 

 If you want Pastor Ken 

Gibson to know when 

you are hospitalized, 

please contact the church 

office.  Because of privacy 

laws, the hospital will not 

contact us.  
 

 St. John’s offers Electron-

ic Giving.  If you are in-

terested please contact 

Susan in the office.  You 

can also give online 

through the link on our 

website. 
 

 Worship in our Sanctu-

ary continues each Sun-

day morning at 9am. If you 

are unable to attend, you 

are invited to join us for 

virtual worship on Face-

book Live. 
 

 We hope you are joining 

Pastor Ken for daily devo-

tions, Monday through 

Thursday mornings at 

8am on St. John’s Face-

book page.  It’s a nice way 

to start your day! 
 

 The church office will be 

closed on Monday, Sep-

tember 6th in observance 

of the Labor Day holiday. 
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What’s In a Few Words? 
by Pastor Ken Gibson 

 

Have you ever received a few words from someone that caused you to 

simply feel better about what is going on in your life?  Maybe it was a 

little note that someone took the time to write and send to you.  Maybe 

it was even a word or two shared in person that someone shared at just 

the right time that truly made all the difference in the way in which you 

understood something.  It is amazing how little it takes sometimes to 

simply change our whole outlook on whatever situation we find our-

selves in.  If we think about it, these little remarks are what we depend 

on to help us make it through life in some very real ways.  As I reflect 

on such, it is what makes all the difference in our ability to cope in the 

bad times and the ability to rejoice in the good times.  I know that such 

comments over my years in the ministry have made all the difference to 

me in so many ways. 
 

So what am I saying with this article?  Let me first say that I am not 

looking for comments.  I am blessed to receive more than my share of 

good and helpful positive comments.  But what I am suggesting is that 

each of us find a way to say encouraging words to those who need to 

hear them.  Let us take the time to tell someone that we are thinking of 

them and that our thoughts of them are fueled by love.   
 

Let me start it off by thanking all who have worked so hard to make 

what we are doing here in our ministries possible.  Your work surely is 

a labor of love, and it is in love that I say, “Thank You” and I thank God 

for you. 
 

Ok now it is your turn.  I suggest everyone who reads this article take a 

moment to call or write a note to someone who may need to hear from 

you.  Let them know you love them, that you care for them, and that 

you are thinking of them.  Or pick up your phone and send a text to 

someone with a message of love.  Just think how we will be living out 

our mission to Love one another as God has loved us and how we will in 

fact be fulfilling Jesus’ commandment shared with his disciples at the 

last supper.  We can all do this, and I am sure that in so doing we can 

make a difference.  Go ahead, what are you waiting for?  This article is 

finished and it is time for me to send it to our editor. As I do that, let me 

say, “I love you St. John staff.  You are the best.”  See how easy this is. 



PAGE 2 ST.  JOHN’S EAGLE  VOLUME 51,  ISSUE 9  

Highlights from the August 29th Ministry Fair 
 

 

The Quilting Ladies are replenishing the walker bags in the Narthex with lots of fall 
themed bags.  If you know of someone who would enjoy a bag, or if you would like one, 
please feel free to take one. 
 

Also, please mark your calendar for Tuesday, September 28th.  The Quilting group will be 
having their monthly sewing get together beginning at 9am in the fellowship hall.  You  do 
not need to know how to quilt or sew to help create these beautiful quilts.  All are welcome 
to join us for a morning of work and fellowship! 

Task Force Raffle Winners 

(Famous Footwear gift cards): 

Joan Mays, Liam Jones, Luke 

Tillman, Hunter Piller, Joanne 

Miller, Jean Schwingle 
 

Youth Huddle Raffle  

Winners: Ella Coss (pancakes), 

Jaxson Zimmerlein (spaghetti), 

the Bailey boys (pizza) 
 

Congratulations! 
All winners will be notified. 
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St. John’s Youth News 
“Growing Together in our Faith as we Serve Others” 

 

Our Sunday School 
teachers & staff will be 
installed during wor-
ship on Rally Day, Sep-
tember 12th.   
 

We thank these dedicated adults for volunteering 
to join our Sunday School team and lead our chil-
dren on their faith journey — Sarah Coss, Melissa 
Doll, Linda Erlenborn, Lynette Piller 
(Kindergarten/1st/2nd); Melissa Nosalik, Dawn 
Kendall (3rd/4th); Charnelle Fara, Ronnie Bailey  
(5th/6th); Pastor Ken Gibson (Confirmation 
7th/8th); adult volunteers (High School); James 
Younger (Music); Kora Jones, Valerie Kreiser 
(substitute teachers); Aimee Holland (Soul Sis-
ters); and Laurie Zimmerman, Susan Garner 
(Office Support).  We also thank our Educational 
Ministry Team of Charnelle Fara, Melvette Jones, 
Sandi Maas, and Melissa Nosalik for all of their 
work in preparing for this Sunday School year. 

Bibles to be Given to our  
3rd & 4th Grader Students 

 

When babies and young children are baptized, the 
parents, the sponsors, and all of us as God’s people 
who surround that newly baptized child make 
promises.  One of those promises is that we will 
“place in their hands the Holy Scriptures.”  That is 
what we will be doing on September 12th – placing 
the Holy Scriptures in the hands of our children. 
 

Each year, St. John’s presents the 3rd grade class with Bibles 
that are appropriate for their age.  Since we were unable to do 
this for our students last year, we will be presenting our 3rd AND 
4th graders with Bibles this year.  This year’s group includes Lila 
Coss, Taylor Erlenborn, Chloe Klein, Cooper Klein, Christopher 
Komitas, Emmalynn Lijewski, Kayne Phillips, Hunter Piller, Brook-
lyn Shakespeare, Raelynn Sundberg, Ally Tillman, and Jaxson 
Zimmerlein.  We hope that each child will bring their Bible to 
Sunday School each week, and spend some time reading and 
learning at home, too. 


